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Fleet growing for ‘Mua’ – the sailing voyage to 
IUCN World Parks Congress 2014 
 
Suva, Fiji. 16 July, 2014 (IUCN) – More Pacific Island countries are climbing aboard the ‘Mua: Guided by 
Nature’ voyage to help convey the ‘one Pacific voice’ to the world, with the number of traditional voyaging 
canoes sailing from the Pacific to Sydney for the IUCN World Parks Congress 2014 rapidly growing into a 
fleet. 
 
The ‘one Pacific voice’ speaks about the importance of the region’s large oceans and unique island spaces, 
and their global value in a changing climate. It draws attention to the stand made by many Pacific Island 
leaders who have pledged millions of square kilometres toward protecting marine areas, while Pacific Island 
communities drive local action to secure and sustain livelihoods. 
 
Conveying this ‘one Pacific voice’ to the IUCN World Parks Congress 2014 is critical, as the Congress – the 
landmark global forum on protected areas, held once every ten years – is being held in Oceania for the first 
time. The Congress provides the opportunity to amplify the region’s call for an extraordinary commitment 
from the global community to manage the oceans for the benefit of all, and to demand greater action from 
the rest of the world to combat climate change. 
 
IUCN Oceania formally announces the voyage, which will be known as ‘Mua: Guided by Nature’ – with 
‘Mua’ simultaneously meaning to journey or travel in a certain direction, and also referring to the bow of a 
canoe. Voyaging societies from Cook Islands, New Zealand, Samoa and Tonga have now joined Fiji in 
signing memorandums of understanding with IUCN Oceania to collaborate efforts and help make the 
voyage to Sydney a success. 
 
“It’s our message – that the Pacific Islands and our vast ocean resources are an important natural asset in a 
climate-changing world – and we need to take extraordinary measures to manage and protect what we have 
left” says Taholo Kami, Regional Director of IUCN Oceania. 
 
The formal announcement of the ‘Mua’ voyage occurs as part of the 2nd International Sustainable Sea 
Transport Talanoa, which is being held at the University of the South Pacific in Suva, Fiji, from Monday 14 
to Friday 18 July. 
 
The first voyaging canoe will start sailing in mid-September, travelling from Cook Islands via Samoa, Fiji, 
Vanuatu and the eastern coastline of Australia, progressively joining with the other canoes. The fleet will 
have the world’s attention as it sails into Sydney Harbour on 12 November for the opening of the IUCN 
World Parks Congress 2014. 
 
For more information or to set up interviews, please contact: 
 
Heath Synnott, Communications Officer, IUCN Oceania Regional Office 
Ph: +679 3319084, m: +679 9434820, e: heath.synnott@iucn.org. 
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IUCN, International Union for Conservation of Nature, helps the world find pragmatic solutions to our most pressing environment and development 
challenges. IUCN works on biodiversity, climate change, energy, human livelihoods and greening the world economy by supporting scientific research, 
managing field projects all over the world, and bringing governments, NGOs, the UN and companies together to develop policy, laws and best practice. 
IUCN is the world’s oldest and largest global environmental organization, with more than 1,000 government and NGO members and almost 11,000 
volunteer experts in some 160 countries. IUCN’s work is supported by over 1,000 staff in 60 offices and hundreds of partners in public, NGO and private 
sectors around the world. IUCN’s Regional Office for Oceania is located in Suva, Fiji. 
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