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Marine VIPs at the 2014 World Parks Congress

Sylvia Earle
Mission Blue 
San Francisco, USA

Richard Vevers
Executive Director 
Catlin Seaview Survey

Christophe Lefèbvre
Agence des Aires Marines 
Protégées

Nilufer Oral
IUCN Council Focal Point for 
Oceans

John Baxter
Honorary Professor St Andrews  
University and Heriot-Watt University

World Parks Congress 2014 

Occuring only once a decade, the IUCN World Parks Congress is a landmark global forum on 
issues surrounding protected areas. The Congress will share knowledge and innovation, and set 
the agenda for protected areas conservation for the decade to come.

The event itself is set to have a strong marine presence with a devoted marine crosscutting 
stream with a multitude of ocean-based events. Moreover, there will be a real drive to develop 
programmes based primarily on marine ecosystems which, to date, have been vastly overshad-
owed by attempts to manage, protect and sustainably use terrestrial ecosystems. In a time when 
marine ecosystems are already being affected by ocean warming, acidification and lowering ox-
ygen levels, along with the ever-present impacts of overfishing and pollution, the Congress will 
strive to create innovative and dynamic solutions based on protected areas that will continue to 
be implemented for the coming decades. 
http://www.iucn.org/about/work/programmes/marine/marine_our_work/marine_mpas/
wpc2014/

Ocean events by numbers

Of the 225 total sessions/events with a marine focus or some marine content, 150 are     ma-
rine-focused sessions/events, including:
•     57 marine-focused stream sessions
•     54 Ocean+ Pavilion events
•     27 side events
•     4 lunchtime debates
•     5 Google+ Hangouts

H.E. Henri Puna
Prime Minister, Cook 
Islands



Ocean+ Pavilion
The Ocean+ Pavilion will bring us closer to the fascinating world of oceans and poles. Set up to showcase films and pho-
tos, launch new products and demonstrate cutting-edge technologies, it will also promote the exchange of knowledge and 
views on protection and management of these very special and productive ecosystems. The pavilion will be open daily from 
08.30 to 21.00.  On top of the individual events, there will be several permanent displays:

 
Ocean+ WebTV
Highlighting and promoting the Marine theme at the WPC. At once interactive and educational, Oceanplus.tv targets 
both marine-conservation professionals and the wider public. It allows experts and participants to keep a record of 
their exchanges and watch events they were not able to attend. Among the general public, this platform aims to raise 
awareness of the services rendered by marine protected areas and oceans at large. Plenary sessions are broadcasted 
live and daily magazines are also offered throughout the congress to summarize proceedings and provide context. They 
contain highlights, interviews with prominent speakers, and a recap on each day’s outcomes.  
WebTV team : Marie Aude Sevin (marie-aude.sevin@aires-marines.fr), Bilal Ahmad Khan (bilal-ahmad.khan@aires-
marines.fr), Agnès Poiret (agnes.poiret@aires-marines.fr)
For more information, visit http://www.oceanplus.tv/en/
Available every evening on Ocean+ WebTV:

o Together for Ocean+, November 13th 
o A coherent network at the right scale, November 14th
o Involving different stakeholders & civil society, November 15th 
o Effectively-managed MPAs and not paper ones, November 17th
o Decide and Finance, November 18th, 
o From promises to action, November 19th

Google displays and Liquid Galaxy 
Come and meet the Google team at the Congress! See the backpacker cameras and underwater camera systems that 
provide you with Street View for the environment, and take a dive into our three-dimensional world of Google Earth and 
Maps with our new interactive screen. During the Congress, see launches of new tools and imagery that will enable you 
to dive deeper into the blue sphere of our planet, and through this gain greater access to information to help guide ef-
fective management and decisions on of protected areas.

Google+ Hangouts:  
Google, Mission Blue, and the Online Ocean Symposium are partnering to deliver a series of Google+ Hangouts on Air 
to open up the discussion about ocean issues to our online WPC audience! Join participants, LIVE and on-the-ground 
in Sydney, as they discuss innovative ocean survey technologies, large-scale MPAs, high seas conservation, locally-
managed MPAs, and the Great Barrier Reef rezoning.

Unesco World Heritage “Digital Aquarium: Dive into the Brazilian 
Atlantic Islands, a World Heritage site” 
With the aquarium on a 55 inch TV-screen as a non-stop backdrop, the 
Ocean+ Pavilion, UNESCO and Brazil’ World Heritage marine site, invites 
you to enjoy the scenery and why not take your own “selfi-picture” with a 
fantastic back-ground!
  

Mission Blue Sydney Exclusive!
World-renowned oceanographer Sylvia Earle will present her ground-breaking documentary Mission Blue at an exclusive 
Sydney viewing during World Parks Congress. Exploring the most important issues facing the world’s marine habitats Earle 
– the globally renowned ‘Voice of the Ocean’ – highlights the wonders and challenges in the Gulf of Mexico, the Galapagos 
Islands, Australia’s Coral Sea, and beyond.
With urgent issues threatening oceans, including pollution, climate change and over-fishing, Mis-
sion Blue presents a world changing solution, and the need to act now. Appearing live at the event, 
Earle’s Mission Blue is particularly pertinent in Australia where the world’s largest network of marine 
parks and sanctuaries is facing an uncertain future.
Saturday 15 November, 8pm (doors open 7.30pm) at the University of Sydney, New Law School Lec-
ture Theatre 101 (map available upon booking). Seats are limited – book now at www.missionblue-
film.eventbrite.com.au. WPC delegates should allow up to an hour to get to this venue from the WPC 
given traffic flow into the city for a Saturday evening.

Ocean climax to Planetfest!
PlanetFest is taking place on the middle Sunday during the Congress – 16th November from 10:30 to 20:30. It is an inter-
active, inspiring and fun filled event designed to engage and promote the conservation of parks and worldwide protected 
areas to the community. The climax of the day will be the showing of the MacGillivray Freeman film Journey to the South 
Pacific narrated by Cate Blanchett. The film documents an underwater voyage to Indonesia to learn about its inhabitants 
such as giant rays and whale sharks as well as efforts being made in the region for ocean conservation. The film will follow 
a fun packed entertaining day including a live concert performance.
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