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Protected area Downgrade Downsize Degazette 



2000 
1280 
74 
>2,500,000 

enacted PADDD events 
protected areas 
countries 
km2 affected 

1146   Downgrades 
583     Downsizes 
271     Degazettements 

PADDD…  
in numbers 
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trends: enacted PADDD, 1900-2014 

n=1923 



proximate causes: enacted PADDD, 1900-2014 

n = 1552 





impacts: deforestation & carbon emissions 

Forrest et al., 2014  



impacts: habitat fragmentation 

Golden, et al., in prep. 



Proposed paddd… show virunga, the 
movie – poster…? As transition… 



2308 
1789 
36 
>2,031,000 

proposed PADDD events 
protected areas 
countries 
km2 affected 

1587  Active 
721    Reversed 

proposed 
PADDD 



proximate causes: proposed PADDD 

n=2273 



proposed PADDD 

 



conclusions 

Protected areas ≠ permanent 
 
PADDD 

– widespread, patchy, episodic 
– global & local causes 
– historic & contemporary 
– biodiversity & climate impacts 

 
Reexamine protected area strategies 

 
Rethink “sustainability” of conservation interventions 
         



future directions 

Document patterns, trends, & causes 
 
Determine impacts 
 
Assess risk 
 
Develop policies & safeguards 



learn more: PADDDtracker.org 

@PADDDtracker 
facebook.com/PADDDtracker 





Enacted PADDD 

 







 

Downgrade Degazette 

Downsize 
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