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Western Ghats-Sri Lanka Hotspot 
 

Unique flora, fauna and fungi  
High human population density and pressure  

 
 

© http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Biodiversity_hotspot  



Western Ghats is an exceptional region of freshwater 
biodiversity and endemism 
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Identifying globally significant sites that require 
conservation action  

 Key Biodiversity Areas (KBA) are sites of global 
significance for conservation of species, derived from a set 
of criteria based on vulnerability and irreplaceability. 



Freshwater KBAs in the Western Ghats  

• Funded by the Critical Ecosystem Partnership Fund 
 

• First freshwater KBA project in Asia   
 

• Focused primarily on two Western Ghats states – Kerala 
& Tamil Nadu (and parts of Karnataka) 
 

• Series of workshops in March 2013 to refine and validate 
FW KBAs 
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34 Freshwater KBAs 10 FW KBAs contains one 
or more AZE species 

235 KBA trigger 
species 



Periyar KBA  
36 trigger species  

Highest number of AZE qualified species – three freshwater fish  



Follow up 

• Policy briefs and white papers 
 

• Consultation with State and Central 
Government/Departments, and relevant stakeholders 
 

• Education and Outreach campaigns  
 

• Setting up of India’s first freshwater Alliance for Zero 
Extinction Site at Periyar National Park 

 
• Completing KBA prioritization for rest of the Western 

Ghats region 
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