
 ©
 A

la
in

 C
o
m

p
o

s
t 

/ 
W

W
F

-C
a
n

o
n

 

Protected areas 
as defences 
against 
deforestation  
Rod Taylor 

Director, Forests 

WWF International 

17 Nov 2014 

1 



29-Mar-17 / 2 Presentation to Company name 

A question 

Under what conditions can protected areas 

maintain forests and serve as biodiversity 

sanctuaries, within deforestation fronts? 
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(not to scale) 

A simplified view of global land-use  

outside cities 



The Big Squeeze 

2050 High greenhouse 

gas emissions 

Huge decline  

in biodiversity 



Food prices 

skyrocket. 

Farms and forests 

cannot meet 

projected global 

demand for food, 

timber and 

bioenergy. 

Strict conservation scenarios 
Near zero further conversion of natural ecosystems to 

farms or plantations 

2050 



Key conclusions 

Living Forests Report 

In the longer term, 

maintaining near zero 

forest loss will require: 

• Forestry and farming 

practices that produce 

more with less land, 

water and pollution. 

• New consumption 

patterns that meet  

the needs of the poor 

while eliminating 

waste and over-

consumption by the 

affluent. 
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Key conclusions 

However, improving governance is key to preventing forest loss in the short term 

Living Forests Report 
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The world’s deforestation fronts 

Living Forests Report 

Places where large-

scale deforestation 

or severe forest 

degradation is 

projected between 

2010 and 2030.  

 

10 fronts cover most 

of the forest loss 

projected globally in 

that period (up to 

150 million ha). 



Major causes of deforestation in deforestation fronts 



What role for protected areas? 

Protected areas as defences against deforestation 

How can remote protected areas be strengthened to ensure 

they survive as “deforestation fronts” press up against their 

boundaries?  

Should  there  be  a  last-ditch  effort  to  extend  the  protected  

area  systems  in deforestation fronts  in the hope  that  a  

representative  range  of  forest  types  and  habitats  will  

survive  even  if  significant  forest  loss  occurs  in  the 

surrounding  landscape?   



Usually, parks do better than other land-uses 

Protected areas as defences against deforestation 

A recent World Bank Study* 

found that protected areas are 

more effective in preventing 

forest conversion than other 

land-use designations. The  

findings  suggest park size, 

national park status, and  

management by indigenous  

people are key success factors. 

 

But at least 25% of  the  parks  

reviewed offered no better 

protection than surrounding 

areas.  

* Blankespoor et al, 2014, Protected Areas and Deforestation, Policy  Research Working  Paper 7091. 
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But not always 

Protected areas as defences against deforestation 

Gold mining, 

inside 

Brownsberg 

Nature Park, 

Suriname 

 



Key conclusions 

Protected areas as defences against deforestation 

Poorly governed and under-

resourced protected areas are 

unlikely to withstand intense 

deforestation pressures. 

Investments in protected areas 

should be predicated on careful 

assessment of their feasibility. 

Much can be learned from REDD + 

readiness on the governance 

mechanisms, institutional capacities 

and social safeguards needed  to 

create the preconditions for halting 

deforestation.  

The need for urgent action is in 

tension with the time required to run 

truly inclusive processes and build 

enduring forms of good governance.  
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Key conclusions 

Protected areas as defences against deforestation 

Protected areas in deforestation fronts could easily 

become “islands” in generally converted landscapes, 

lacking the connectivity and size needed to conserve 

ecosystems and biodiversity.  

 

However, if protected areas are valued for their  

services and integrated  within sustainable land-use 

mosaics, it might be possible to achieve rural 

development without massive forest loss in the world’s 

deforestation fronts.  

 

The recent surge in voluntary commitments to take 

deforestation out of supply chains presents an 

opportunity,. This  includes  set-asides within 

concessions and commitments by reforming 

deforesters to conserve or restore large areas to 

redress their legacies.   
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Thank you 

For more information,  

please visit: 

panda.org/livingforests 


