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Problems faced by managers of 

marine biodiversity 

1.The marine environment is out of sight, hence we 

have a poor idea of its current state and the extent of 

impacts.  

 

2.Without good spatial and temporal information on 

condition and threats to the marine environment, 

management is inefficient. 

     



Scientific problems 
 
Å Paucity of data on distribution of marine biodiversity  
 
Å Patchiness of data 
 
Å Variable quality of data 
 
Å Sliding baselines 
 
ÅMarine ecological monitoring by scientific teams is 

expensive 
 
 
Ÿ access support of skilled recreational divers to generate 

broad-scale data (CERF Significant Project) 



Reef Life Survey 
A program based around a team of skilled and 

enthusiastic volunteer SCUBA divers who 

undertake biodiversity monitoring of reefs in a 

standardised and scientifically rigorous manner 

 

Directed by a steering committee of managers, 

divers and scientists 
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Reef Life Survey 

website 

www.reeflifesurvey.com 



RLS subtidal survey methodology 
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Plants and sessile invertebrates:   

20 photoquadrats 

Mobile macroinvertebrates and  

cryptic fishes:  

50 m2 transect       

1m distance each side of the line  
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Fishes:  
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http://www.johnkemp.co.uk/diver3.gif


Methods ï underwater visual census 
 

FISHES: recorded within duplicate  

 50 m x 5 m belt transects 

 

 

MACROINVERTEBRATES: recorded within 

duplicate 50 m  x 1 m blocks 

 

 

CORAL/MACROALGAE cover: photo-

quadrats taken at 2.5 m intervals along 

transect  

Åarchived within the database 

Ådigitised as needed 



Diver training 

Å Intensive training both above 

and below water 

Å One to one assistance with 

technique, IDs  

Å Importance of data entry 

emphasised 
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