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Experience Green Belt 
Germany 

The Green Belt as a chance for sensitive tourism 
and sustainable development . . . 

Supported by the German 
Federal Agency for Nature 
Conservation (BfN) with funds of 
the German Federal Ministry for 
the Environment, Nature 
Conservation, Building and 
Nuclear Safety (BMUB) 



Experience Green Belt 
Germany 

 Signposted Hiking and biking trails 
in combination with  

 Audio trails, containing “audio points”: oral 
history (stories told by contemporary witnesses) 
and information about nature and culture (e.g. 
traditional handcraft) of the region 

 Border experience points (“limit experience”) 
showing relicts of the borderline (e.g. 
watchtowers, former villages destroyed by the 
GDR-regime) and special natural places… 
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Green Belt Central Europe  
Trans-national Projects 

INTERREG III B-project „GREEN BELT“  
(CADSES-Region, Central Europe) 
June 2006 – May 2008 
18 partners from 8 countries 
 
 
 
 
 
 
INTERREG IV B-project “GREENNET”  
(Central Europe Program) 
April 2011 – June 2014 
22 Project partners from 6 countries 
 
 



Green Belt Central Europe  
Trans-national Projects 

Interreg IIIB-Project  
GREEN BELT 
 
Gap-Analysis of the 
Green Belt 
 
 7 countries involved  

 GERMANY 
(only Bavaria) 



Interreg-Project GREEN BELT 
Example: Trans-national gap-analysis 

• Analysis of aerial pictures (along 2,100 
kilometres / 7 countires), corridor along the 
Green Belt of 50 m width on East and West 
side 

• CORINE land use types as a common 
interpretation basis  

• Joint GIS-project  

Overview on:  

 Main land use types 

 Gaps (intensive agriculture, buildings, 
sealed areas etc.) 

 Conservation status / PA 

 Areas of high conservation value but 
without conservation status 

Basis for the identification of pilot regions for 
the GREENNET-project 

 

 

 

Gaps by intensive land use / 
interruptions of the 
ecological network,  
German side 

Protection of the Central European Green Belt
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Green Belt Central Europe  
Trans-national Projects 

6 Trans-boundary pilot regions 
 
Local example projects 
 

Interreg IV B- Project GREENNET 



GREENNET-Project 
Example: Cross-border environmental education 

Environmental education across borders 
Czech-German pupils workshops  
• Cultural exchange 
• Biological studies 
• Surveys on historical landscapes along the 

border  



Nature conservation across borders 
Border river Kučnica/Kutschenitza (Slovenia-Austria) 
Problem: River regulation due to border management during Cold War times, today: 
Intensive agriculture (fertilizer-driven discharge of nutriens, erosion, disappearance 
of meadow wetlands) 
Survey in 2012: e. g. 112,000 River mussels (Unio crassus) 
 
Cross border action plan developed with land users and authorities on both 
sides: 
• Trans-boundary renaturation of  the riverbed 
• Creation of buffer zones (e. g. by land purchase / land change) 
  

Kučnica/Kutschenitza Valley 

Iron Curtain river regulation Survey on River mussels 

GREENNET-Project 
Example: Cross-border nature conservation 



 
Bridging gaps 

 





Contact 

BUND Project Office Green Belt 
Regional Coordinator Green Belt Central Europe 
Hessestrasse 4, 90443 Nuremberg, Germany 

greenbelt@bund-naturschutz.de  
www.europeangreenbelt.org 
www.experiencegreenbelt.de 
www.greenbeltgermany.info  
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