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Wilderness defined: 



Indigenous and community management 
is essential:



Why do we need a wilderness and large 
landscapes approach under the 
Convention? 
 



Integrity 



Building a credible, balanced and 
representative World Heritage List 



Current wilderness representation on 
the World Heritage List (from Bertzky et al.2013) 



What about large World Heritage sites? 
(from Bertzky et al.2013) 

Site Country Criteria Wilderness 
area (km2) 

Kluane / Wrangell-St Elias / Glacier 
Bay / Tatshenshini-Alsek 

United States 
and Canada 

(vii)(viii)(ix)(x) 82,951 

Air and Ténéré Natural Reserves Niger (vii)(ix)(x) 78,696 

Tassili n'Ajjer Algeria (i)(iii)(vii)(viii) 75,713 

Central Amazon Conservation 
Complex 

Brazil (ix)(x) 51,313 

Wood Buffalo National Park Canada (vii)(ix)(x) 44,607 

Lake Baikal Russian 
Federation 

(vii)(viii)(ix)(x) 41,852 

Volcanoes of Kamchatka Russian 
Federation 

(vii)(viii)(ix)(x) 37,979 

Selous Game Reserve Tanzania (ix)(x) 37,380 

Salonga National Park DR Congo (vii)(ix) 35,322 

Virgin Komi Forests Russian 
Federation 

(vii)(ix) 28,703 

Table 1. The ten largest wilderness World Heritage sites (based on land area that falls into wilderness areas). 

 

 



How are we doing in terms of ensuring 
integrity? 



The Convention is moving in this direction 
already: 



Guiana Shield 



Eastern Pacific Tropical Seascape 



Central Africa 



We are making progress, but we need a 
more systematic approach.  
 
 



Next steps



Thank You  
         


