
Supporting human life  



Water theme – key conclusions 
 

Water is a precious and limited resource; 85% of the human population lives 
in low rainfall environments and there are freshwater shortages in 20% of the 
planet’s watersheds and aquifers. 90% of natural disasters since 1900 have 
been related to water. Accordingly, the cost of securing water supply is 
growing, with it being one of the top 3 risks identified at the World Economic 
Forum 2013. 

 

Freshwaters are often overlooked in discussions on protected areas and 
deserve and require greater attention by the protected areas community. 
Protected areas play a key role in providing and sustaining critical water 
services. A major focus needs to be the integration of upstream and 
downstream water management – which implies working beyond the 
boundaries of protected areas. 

 

The SDG goal Water for All will not be met without greater investment in 
water-related ecosystems 

 

 
 

 



Water theme – key conclusions 
 
1. Strengthen technical expertise and capacity building – best practice 
guidelines, valuation, legal basis 
 
2. Recognise the power of valuation systems to drive positive change in 
management and reach out to different industrial and development sectors 
 
3. Identify legal, institutional and social factors that produce a good synergy 
between protected area management and water security management 
 

 Choose examples of positive projects across organisations, document 
these, analyse and communicate  lessons–the freshwater task force 
monitors and actively supports progress on these sites over the next 
decade. Link this to risk-management and business cases for investing in 
natural water infrastructure, and restoration initiatives 

 
4. Reflect in the water price the benefits from protected areas for water supply, 
regulation and quality 
 
5. Consider natural water infrastructure as a key investment in addressing water 
risk and a legitimate component in water security strategies 
 
6. Strengthen partnerships with a wider group of stakeholders to promote the 
conservation and management of freshwater ecosystems. Enable civil society to 
engage effectively in water governance 
 



Priority actions to advance natural 
solutions for DRR over the next years 

Input to the Promise of Sydney 



Building a strong scientific evidence 

• Need to go beyond currently anecdotal evidence and “case 
studies” 

• Quantitative analyses on risk reduction benefits of 
ecosystems and their cost-effectiveness compared to other 
DRR options 

• Spatial analyses of potential of DRR benefits of ecosystem 
conservation in areas of high vulnerability 



Managing to deliver DRR benefits 

• Change in design and management of PAs to effectively 
deliver dual objectives of conservation and DRR 

• Integration of socio-economic aspects and community 
involvement in design of management measures 

• Developing guidance and building capacity of PA managers 
on DRR 



Communicating differently to others 

• Reaching out to and working together with core DRR 
constituencies (Risk managers, Engineers, Insurance) 

• Develop a different vocabulary that speaks to core DRR 
actors (EbA, Eco-DRR only makes sense to conservationists) 

• Communicate honestly about best management action 
needed to provide DRR benefits (not all PAs have DRR 
benefits, beyond PA-ecosystem management) 
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