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MAKE A PLACE 
FOR PEOPLE  
OUR GOALS  
Highlight the need 
for better public 
engagement  
 
Develop simple, 
replicable tools  
 
Create better parks 
and public spaces  
for all   



We know public engagement is important. 
But… 



We also know public engagement 
 doesn’t always look like this.  

 



It can be difficult. 



And frustrating.  



And take a long time.  



And, don’t you end up with the  
same thing anyway? 



If you talk to people,  
 you won’t end up with this.  



Or this. 



PUBLIC SPACE =  
open and accessible to everyone 
 

public spaces 
are our 
symbols of  
democracy & 
social equality  



Public space management, programming and 
design should reflect this philosophy  



But, if our public meetings  
look like this… 



We can’t expect our public spaces 
to look like this…  





Problems with  traditional consultation: 

Inaccessible, un-attractive and intimidating. 

Why?  
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The people who have the most to 
gain are the most removed from the 

decision making process.  



How can we 
change it? 

 
 

Simple and effective ways to 
engage the community. 



Dundonald Park, Ottawa 

Difficult to 
engage 

communities.  



Under used. Bad Reputation.   

Go to  
Them? 





Good, Cheap 
Fun. 

Dundonald Park, Ottawa  





Magic Makers 



Hula-Hoops 

 



 



 



 



 



Free Treats 



 



 



 



 



 



 



KISS 





 



 







 
Why? 



 

To get people talking.  



 



 

To bring people together.  



Thunder Bay 

 

To make people feel like 
they matter.  



 Parks and public spaces are 
our symbols of democracy 

and equality.  



If we do better,  
 we will get better places.  
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Thank-you! 
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