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Background

Biophilia

Biophilia is a term that was coined by eminent biologist E.O. Wilson
(1984). It defines the attraction and affinity humans have with nature.
Increased urbanisation, coupled with the increased densification of
cities and the loss of natural preserves within and adjacent to cities,
has led to a disconnect between people and the natural world. At
its worst extent, Louv (2005) describes this disconnection as Nature
Deficit Disorder. At a community level this disorder can lead to a lack of
connectedness to place and to social disorder.




‘Placelessness’

Chris Daniels, University of South Australia
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A New Conservation

After spending decades struggling to fence off nature from
people, conservation is emerging on the global stage with
a new vision that emphasizes the importance of
connecting nature and people.

Gretchen Dally et al, 2013.
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BiophilicCities
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We need nature in our lives more than ever today, and as more of us are living in cities it

must be urban nature. Biophilic Cities are cities that contain abundant nature; they are cilies
that care about, seek to protect, restore and grow this nature, and that sirive to foster deep

connections and daily contact with the natural word. Nature is not something optional, but \

absolutely essential to living a happy, healthy and meaningful life. This site is devoted to the ne'work - it
understanding how cities can become more biophilic, more full of nature, and to felling the e v kR

stories of the places and people working to creatively build these urban-nature connections. )
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Are nature lovers more innovative? New
arch in Singapore aims to find out

‘s Twitter via




Biophilic Cities

 Recognises innate need for a connection to nature
* Places of easily accessible and abundant nature

o Celebrates unigue nature and biodiversity

* Inspired by and learns from nature

e Designs and plans with nature

e Citizens actively involved in enjoying, watching and
participating in the nature around them

Beatley (2011) Biophilic Cities: integrating nature into urban design and
planning
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Community Environmental Groups 2004
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Community Environmental Groups 2014
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Research

 Impact of increased greenery and participation in local planting
on peoples’ well-being (Julie Whitburn)

« Biodiversity outcomes of restoration sites (Nicky Oliver-Smith)

 ESS valuation, Wellington Botanic Garden (Simon Coats)

 Urban pest management — chew cards, CatTracker (Dr Heidy
Kikillus)

 Role of Citizen Science, eg. nest monitoring

* Indicators of a biophilic city Dr Heidy Kikillus & Dr Philip
Roetmann
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Policy context

Our Capital Spaces: open spaces and recreation

framework for Wellington (2013)
— Getting everyone active and healthy
— Protecting our birds, nature, streams and landscapes
— Contributing to Wellington's outstanding quality of life
— Doing it together

= Biodiversity Strategy and Action Plan
* Reserve Management Planning

= District Planning

Wellington Urban Growth Plan
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OUTCOMES
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