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Ifpra – International Federation of Park and Recreation 
Administration 
 
Established 1957 to promote 
international and national 
cooperation in the advancement 
of parks, recreation, cultural 
and leisure services 
 

 



Comprises park and recreation associations, 
organisations and professionals from over 40 countries. 

Alberta, Canada 



Success with: 
 
Networking and knowledge exchange 

 
Triennial World Congress 

 
Regional conferences, technical tours 

 
Benchmarking 

 
Quarterly magazine Ifpra World 

Challenged by: 
 
 Overlap with sister organisations such as ICUN 
    WLO, IUPGSA, Europarc 

 
 Limited membership range and decline 
 



Response 2012-13: 
 
Ifpra Executive and World Commission: “Ifpra to take a lead role in 
enhancing the worldwide network on urban parks and recreation” 
 
Ifpra Academy professional 
 certification 

 
Science Task Force Benefits  
   of Urban Parks meta study 

 
Strategic Review 
 

GALK Conference, Hamburg 



Strategic Review 
 
Engaged Parks for Life (International Urban Parks and Green Space Alliance), a 
coalition of park and recreation national associations 
 
Business Excellence style Peer Review 
 
 
 

 
 

Ifpra and Parks For Life, London 



Strategic Review Conclusion 
 
Need for a new-model, inclusive, sustainable world organisation to provide 
a united voice to the urban park and recreation sector 
 
•  Agencies 
•  Associations 
•  NGOs 
•  Universities 
•  Community groups 
•  Businesses 
•  Professionals 
•  All other interested individuals   
 
Potential to grow to the urban equivalent of IUCN 

 
 



World Urban Parks Task Force 
  
Strategy Group and Reference Group to determine:  
 
1. Need, scope/niche 
     Strong need for a world urban parks, open space 
     and recreation organisation.  
     70% of mankind projected 
     to live in urban areas by 2050. 

 
2. Financial viability and member interest 
     Viable 

Leisure 
(WLO) 

Conservation 
IUCN 

Urban Parks 
& Recreation 

WUP 



World Urban Parks Task Force 
 
3. Organisation name 
    World Urban Parks 
 
4. Country of registration 
    Washington DC, Melbourne, 
    Brussels, Wellington 
 
5. Implementation process 
    Ifpra’s General Assembly to vote on adoption of 
    World Urban Parks’ constitution in December 2014 

 First directors appointed to board 
 Registered as a non-profit (and charitable) organisation.  
 Commence April 2015 

Kuala Lumpur 



 
     World Urban Parks the ‘go to’ 
organisation dedicated to city liveability and a sustainable 
environment through urban parks, open space and recreation  
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  World Urban Parks  





Central Park, New York 



Olympic Stadium QEII Park, London 



Copacabana, Rio de Janeiro 



Malmo Festival, Sweden 



Sokolniki Park, Moscow 



Centennial Memorial Park, Sydney 



Highline Park, New York 



Copenhagen 



Flatbush new town, Auckland 





Community Volunteers, Auckland 

Community, Auckland 



 
     World Urban Parks Vision: 
“A World where people value and have easy access to quality 
urban parks, open space and recreation” 
 

 
By 2050, 70% of the 
world’s population 

will be living in 
towns and cities. 

(WHO) 



 
     World Urban Parks Mission: 
“To promote and support the provision, effective 
management and use of urban parks, open space and 
recreation world-wide as an integral contribution to healthy 
communities connected to the natural world”  
 

 



Four Goals 
  
A. Park Networks 

Moscow Green Space 



Goals 
  
B. Park, Open Space and Recreation Benefits 

Paul Allison 2013 



Goals 
  
C. People Networks 



Goals 
  
D. Global Voice 

Botanic Garden, Penang 



Benefits of Membership – World Urban Parks 
  
World Community:  
1. Advocacy for equitable access to urban parks and recreation: 

• Liveable communities 
• Green cities  
• Member policy and campaign support 
 



City of Lyon receiving a 
Gold Livcom award 

 
www.livcomawards.com 



Rhone, Lyon 



Rhone, Lyon 



Vitoria-Gasteiz European Green Capital 2012  
environmentally friendly urban living 

  



Cycling and rail route, Vitoria-Gastiez 



Green Roofs, Tivoli Congress Centre, Copenhagen, European Green Capital 2014 



Benefits of Membership 
  
World Community:  
2. Research demonstrating  the community health and environmental, social 

and economic benefits derived from urban parks 
 
 

Ifpra Benefits of Urban Parks Meta-Study  
(Konijnendijk et al, 2012) 

Increased physical activity 
Reduced obesity 
Reduced stress 
Mental health 
Psychological wellbeing 
Reduced noise and cooling 

Strong Evidence 
Medium-Strong Evidence 

Medium Evidence 
Medium Evidence 

Weak-Medium Evidence 
Weak-Medium Evidence 





Benefits of Membership 
  
World Community:  
 
3. Strategic international ‘think-tank’ to advance the cause of urban parks 
 
4. Collaboration with sister global bodies  
(such as IUCN, WLO) and sectors (such as health) 

 
 

Organisation Members:  
 
1. Advocacy and support on common causes and 
issues 

 



Organisation Members:  
2.  Facilitate international networking, project collaboration, study tours, staff 

exchange, and consultancy 

Stadtpark, Hamburg 



Organisation Members:  
3. Access to the latest data and information on urban park issues through 

conferences, studies, Knowledge Hub 

Malaysia Urban Green Space & Ifpra Asia Pacific Conference, Penang 



Benefits of Membership 
  
Organisation Members:  
4. Set international standards, provide benchmarking services and awards 
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Benefits of Membership 
  
Organisation Members:  

 
5. Regular translatable e-communication 



Benefits of Membership 
  

 
Organisation Members:  
 
6. Coordinated international programs, such as 
     “World Parks Day” or “Parks Week” 

 
7. Strengthening national associations: 
     brokering international speakers and  
     conference status, leveraging services,   
     formation of new national associations 

 
8. Endorsement of quality  services and products 



Benefits of Membership 
  

 
Individual Members:  
1. Specialized education and training 

 
2. International professional certification 

• Ifpra Academy 
 

3. Committee and project roles 
 

4. Regional programs 
 



There is no doubt that a re-invigorated 
World Urban Parks Organization can 
play an important role which will 
contribute to improve the quality of life 
of people all over the world.           Gil Penalosa 


	Slide Number 1
	Slide Number 2
	Slide Number 3
	Slide Number 4
	Slide Number 5
	Slide Number 6
	Slide Number 7
	Slide Number 8
	Slide Number 9
	Slide Number 10
	Slide Number 11
	Slide Number 12
	Slide Number 13
	Slide Number 14
	Slide Number 15
	Slide Number 16
	Slide Number 17
	Slide Number 18
	Slide Number 19
	Slide Number 20
	Slide Number 21
	Slide Number 22
	Slide Number 23
	Slide Number 24
	Slide Number 25
	Slide Number 26
	Slide Number 27
	Slide Number 28
	Slide Number 29
	Slide Number 30
	Slide Number 31
	Slide Number 32
	Slide Number 33
	Slide Number 34
	Slide Number 35
	Slide Number 36
	Slide Number 37
	Slide Number 38
	Slide Number 39
	Slide Number 40
	Slide Number 41
	Slide Number 42
	Slide Number 43
	Slide Number 44
	Slide Number 45
	Slide Number 46

