
 
 

Sharing the Love for Victoria’s 
Marine Protected Areas 

 
 

mark.rodrigue@parks.vic.gov.au 

    



Once upon a time . . . . . . . . .  









 
 



 
 



 
 









The Primary purpose of parks declared 
under the National Parks Act is:  ‘to 
maintain biodiversity and natural 
processes’ 

 
  
Secondary purpose is ‘to allow for 

compatible uses…’ 



12 Marine Program Areas 
Park Planning and Strategy 
Compliance 
Community and Visitor 

Engagement 
Culture and Heritage 
Emergency Management 
Catchment and Water 

Management 

Invasive Species 
Knowledge and Management 

Effectiveness 
Asset Management 
Tourism and Recreation 
Partnerships – Agencies 
Partnerships – Community 













Improving Health and Well-Being: Healthy Parks 
Healthy People 

http://worldparkscongress.org/index.html




Sea Search  
Community Based Monitoring for Victoria’s 
Marine National Parks and Marine Sanctuaries    







Two Broad Objectives 

• Community Engagement 
• Collect Data to Inform Management  
 
Qualitative Approaches  

• All habitats  
• Accessible with minimal training  
 
Quantitative Approaches  

• Seagrass beds 
• Intertidal reefs 
• Subtidal reefs 

 



New Sea Search Methods 

Easy:     Can be done by new volunteers 
Moderate:    Can be done by volunteers with some experience and  training  
Difficult:    Can be done by experienced volunteers with relevant training 



Seagrass Habitats 
Small  
sites 

Large  
sites 



Seagrass Habitat 
Quantifying seagrass condition (detailed) 

 - Shoot count        - Shoot height        - Epiphytes        - Fauna 



Current Sea Search Locations 









Enthusiastic volunteers 



Volunteers measure seagrass 
condition 
 • Substrate type 
• Epiphyte cover 
• Seagrass leaf length 
• Seagrass shoot density 
• Seagrass critters 

 



- mean shoot density per survey 
 
- long term mean  
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Mean Posidonia shoot density - Bennison Bank  



- mean shoot density per survey 
 
- long term mean  
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Mean Posidonia shoot density - Tin Mine Cove 



 



 
  



 
 



 



Come and meet some of our Friends … 



The Friends  
of  

Beware Reef 



Our group is a small in numbers but is very active. 



Over nearly a decade we have undertaken more than 3,000 
dives; photographing, videoing, surveying and just observing 

life on the reef. 



Over the journey so far we have been blessed to see some 
wonderful sights. 



To date we have photographed and catalogued in excess of 90 
different fish species in the Beware Reef Marine Sanctuary. 

One-spot Puller Silver Sweep 



Like all environments change is the norm. Over the past five 
years the Long-spined Sea Urchin- Centrostephanus rodgersii has 

taken a toll. 



Even though our bones are getting old and sore we hope to 
be able to keep in touch with our fishy friends for many years 

to come! 



Marine Care Ricketts Point Inc 

A Marine Sector Friends 
Group 



Images of our Activities 

2000+ children a year now visit our MEC via 
our Gould League Association 

 
 
 



Images of our Activities 

We support Seasearch and run many 
of our own CitSci programmes 



Images of our Activities 

Our routine Saturday summer snorkels 
now attract around 30 members 



Images of our Activities 

We 
produce  

a widely circulated 
educational and 

social 
mailer 



Images of our Activities 

We have produced  a variety of DVDs  
and books 











 









 
 



 
 



 
 



 
 



 
 



Thank you to all those that 
contributed slides, video, and 
images to this presentation: 
 
Parks Victoria staff 
Coastcare Victoria 
Phil Wierzbowski 
Victorian Coastal Council  
Allan Beckhurst 
Bronnie Walsh 
 
 

Friends of Beware Reef  
Friends of Mushroom Reef Marine 
Sanctuary  
Friends of the Bluff  
Friends of Point Addis Marine National Park   
Friends of Eagle Rock Marine Sanctuary  
Friends of Merri Marine Sanctuary  
Marine Care Ricketts Point  
Marine Care Point Cook 
Port Phillip Eco Centre  
and many others …. 
 



… and they all lived happily ever after. 
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