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Economics offers a toolbox
with many instruments that
can be used to change
unsustainable behaviors…
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Objective of the assessments in ECO-BEST pilot sites
We want to use economic
instruments to help nature
conservation and communities
in a particular (local) setting…

We first need to find out…
• What exactly has to be fixed here? (Which

conservation and livelihoods issues?)

•

Which instruments can we use?

…and then we can design the instrument in detail
and prepare implementation!

The guidelines provide practical guidance to conduct
such an assessment

 A step-wise approach to identifying how economic instruments can be
used to strengthen conservation and benefit local communities.
 Starts with preparation of the assessment process and ends with final
implementation planning for an economic instrument.
 Integrated assessment:
 Unites conservation and development concerns
 Brings together multi-disciplinary expertise
 Actively engages stakeholders early on
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 Sub-steps with explanations on what to do and how

 templates for information collection
 illustrative examples
 links and references to further useful resources
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A key notion: Ecosystem service opportunities
(Steps 3 and 4)
 Based on simple economic thinking:
Ecosystem service opportunities arise when biodiversity can be conserved and local livelihoods
improved
•

•

by addressing imbalances in the costs and benefits from conservation
o rewarding those who conserve nature in line with the benefits they generate and
the costs they incur (“steward-earns”),
o asking those who benefit from nature to contribute to the costs of its conservation
in line with the level of benefits they enjoy (“beneficiary-pays”),
o making sure that those who degrade, deplete or destroy biodiversity are held liable
for the damages they cause (“polluter-pays”).
or by tapping into innovative “business” opportunities through which local communities
may benefit from the conservation and sustainable use of biodiversity and ecosystem
services.

 Opportunities need to be appropriate for the local context (socio-cultural,
legal-institutional, ethical, ecological considerations).
 Economic instruments can be sorted along the
different types of opportunities.
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We believe that these guidelines can be a useful tool
for similar efforts globally…
 Increasing interest in using economics for meeting conservation and
development goals.
 Higher level policy aspirations (e.g., CBD Aichi targets)
 Lack of practical guidance for implementation efforts on-the-ground
We are distributing here:
 Some print-outs of a complete first draft
 4-page “teaser”

Please try them out!
(and help us improve
them)
Contact for questions or feedback: julian.rode@ufz.de
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