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Supporting human life  



Food Security and livelihoods 

PLANNING POLICY PEOPLE 

CONSERVATION & FOOD SECURITY 



 
PLANNING 

 • Strengthen land and water use planning through studies on the 
role and impact of protected areas in national food security and 
local livelihoods, including the quantity and quality of food 
obtained from protected areas, their role in the "in situ" 
conservation of genetic resources and in the provision of 
ecosystem services to support sustainable agriculture, forestry and 
fisheries  

• Prioritize areas that are particularly suitable for the in situ 
conservation of genetic resources for agriculture, forestry and 
fisheries when identifying and establishing terrestrial and aquatic 
PAs 

• Sustainable hunting and fishing should be supported as a viable 
aspect of protected area planning and management to support 
livelihoods and cultures, increase food security, generate income, 
maintain populations within the ecological and societal carrying 
capacity of the environment, and build crucial support for the 
conservation of biological diversity and habitats.  

 



 
POLICY 

 • Governments at all levels should develop cross-sectoral policies & 
mechanisms for integrating fisheries, forestry, agriculture, livestock 
and bush meat into water management policy and water resource 
development plans 

• Governments, NGOs and other actors should focus on local 
solutions that can accommodate different governance 
mechanisms, including community-owned and -managed areas 
and systematically put people in the centre when planning and 
managing marine  aquatic and terrestrial protected areas (MPAs).  

• Governments should apply a human rights based approach to 
conservation and natural resource management in line with 
international laws and guidelines  the SSF Guidelines that lead to 
equitable and secure access to naturual resources, formal 
recognition of legitimate tenure rights and that reconcile 
competing interests. This is particular important for small-scale 
fisheries, hunters and farmers in developing countries where food 
security and sustainable livelihoods tend to be critical concerns. 

 



 
POLICY (2) 

 • Governments, NGOs and other actors should design spatial 
management measures e.g. aquatic and terrestrial Pas, in 
accordance with the desired outcomes. Desired outcomes 
may be at the level of resource management and PAs may or 
may not be the right measure. Resource management also 
needs to consider and address what happens outside the PA 
as the protected area may displace [fishing] [food 
production] efforts having an effect on food security and 
livelihoods. 

• Ensure that Ramsar’s new strategic programme includes the  
sustainable use of biodiversity for agriculture, fisheries and 
forestry  as key elements in identifying, developing and 
managing wetlands of international importance. 

 
 



 
PEOPLE 

 • The full range of contributions aquatic and terrestrial PA make to 
food security – including generation of income and livelihoods 
should be recognized and more effectively incorporated into 
aquatic and terrestrial PA policy making and management. 

• Support for aquatic and terrestrial PAs should be enhanced 
through efforts to increase incomes and livelihood opportunities 
for local people by improving access to markets, value-added 
processing, certification (including of organics and regional 
identification labelling), and by better organizing and capacitating 
local collectors, farmers and small PA-dependent businesses. 

• Ensure that costs and benefits from aquatic and terrestrial Pas are 
distributed fairly, in the short and long-term with a full 
understanding of the balance of  power among stakeholders 

 
 



Thank you 


	Mr Ignace Schops
	Supporting human life 
	Food Security and livelihoods
	�PLANNING�
	�POLICY�
	�POLICY (2)�
	�PEOPLE�
	Thank you

