


The Role of Protected Areas 
in the context of the 

Malaysia’s Vision 2020 



Malaysia 
• Current population: 30million 
• Land Area:  330,803km2 

• GDP Growth Rate: 5.6% 
• Per-capita income: USD9,991 
• Inflation rate: 1.6 
• Incidence of poverty: 1.5% 

 

Source: EPU: The Malaysian Economy in 
Figures 2013  



• The ultimate objective that we should aim for 
a Malaysia that is a fully developed country by 
the year 2020. 

• We should be a developed country in our own 
mold. 

Mahathir Mohamad, 1993 

 

2020 



60% 



10.64% 



Species Diversity 



Rich Biodiversity 

 



New Economic Model (NEM), 2010 

• Malaysia’s rich biodiversity can be harnessed 
to generate economic benefits from tourism, 
recreation, pharmaceutical applications and 
nutritional products. 

 
• Building on Malaysia’s natural resources and 

biodiversity is central to strengthening our 
comparative advantages. 
 



Protected Areas 

• Common Vision on 
Biodiversity, 2009 
– Biodiversity 

Conservation 
• Ecosystem Services 
• Wealth Generation 

– Tourism 
– Bioprospecting www.turtlehurtled.com 



 
 

Land use changes in 
Peninsular Malaysia over 

time 



Source: Malay mail 

Source: NH Hamid 

HAZE 

Water Shortage 



Making NEM Sustainable 
Turning Point • Paradigm shift not just a development 

agenda - well being and sustainability 
 

• Reinvest in Biodiversity 
 

• Conservation & mainstream 
– Including ecosystem services 

 

 

 



SOLUTIONS 



1. Enhance management of PAs through 
economic instruments including 
sustainable financing schemes 

 

2. Creating linkages for Protected Areas 
 

3. Enhance CEPA to Internalize the 
appreciation of Biodiversity 



Solution 1 

• Performance Based Financing 
– Increased funding allocation 

• Biodiversity Finance Initiative (BIOFIN)  
– innovative  and holistic approach to address the 

biodiversity finance challenge  
– building a sound business case for increased 

investment in the management of ecosystems and 
biodiversity via a bottom up approach 

• PES 



Solution 2 

• Central Forest Spine 
– Creating linkages 
– Smart Green 

Infrastructure 
 

• Kinabalu Ecolinc   
– linking Kinabalu Park 

and Crocker Range 
Park 

 
• Heart of Borneo 





Heart of Borneo 
Significant emphasis on connectivity 

ERE 

Sabah ECOLINK 

Smart Green Infrastructure 



Solution 3 

• Knowledge, 
Attitude, Practice 

• Branding 
• Internalisation 



As you sit here…. This goes on in our Protected Areas in Malaysia 

21 



Thank you 
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