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" The Role of Protected Areas
in the context of the

Malaysia’s Vision 2020



\WEIEVSE

* Current population: 30million
e Land Area: 330,803km?

e GDP Growth Rate: 5.6%

e Per-capita income: USD9,991
e nflation rate: 1.6

* Incidence of poverty: 1.5%

Source: EPU: The Malaysian Economy in
Figures 2013




M= 2020

 The ultimate objective that we should aim for

a Malaysia that is a fully developed country by
the year 2020.

 We should be a developed country in our own
mold.

Mahathir Mohamad, 1993












Rich Biodiversity

Tapping the wealth of our biodiversity e =1+l

MORE mnnmnﬂnu.
Malaysia needs to-
tethink its policies :f
it is to reap the
bounty of its natural
heritage

VERYONE agrées there

is strength in diversity.

Butwhat do we doto tap

inte this strength? This

can be diversity in eth-

nicity, gender, language, culture
and skill, fust to name a few.

In an age where multi-disci-

plinary knowledge is viewed as an.

assel, countries more able to cap-
italise on the synergy of diversity
ate ahead in the race for global
competitiveness, In recent vears, a
branch of diversity which has be-
come a topic of public debate is bio-
diversity. Thisis the diversity of life
forms, including plants and an-
Imals. Many are concerned that

thruugh the activities of man, the
planet’s biodiversity Is under se-

‘tlous threat. Unless acted upon-
sooft, this can eventually threaten -

the survival of man himeelf

‘Biodiversity has often been re-

ferred to s the *fabric of life",
There is evidence to show that
mthout biodiversity, man will per-

ish. What are we doing then to

preserve hiudiw.*rslr;ﬂ In the nuth-

less pursuit- of progress, has man
compromised the sanctity of big-
diversity?

Evidence has also shown that
biodiversity offers potential eco-
nomic benefits to mankind. Such
riches can be in the form of com-
pounds that can provide the so-
lutions to man's continuing search
for medical therapies to combat
new diseases, nutritious food fora
growing population and other ma-
terials for fuel and energy. How do

‘we extract such wealth without in-
flicting irreversible destruction to -
‘the fragile blodiversity?

Malaysia is one. of the twelve
mega-biodiversity countries in the

wotld. Such countriss are blessed”

with-a diversity of species, flara

and Iauna, many of which are still
unknow:r. We are in fact the envy of

.many countries, But what have we

done to benefit from such wealth?
Do we have & plan?

So far we have launched a num-
ber of attempts to study the di-
versity of the country’s untapped
resowrces, The impact has unfor-
tunately been. minimal.

We need a better coor- "“" J"" l

dinated strategy. i

- A mega-sclence srudy ;
on biodiversity conduct-
ed by the Academy .of | 1i
Sciences Malaysia has :

produced a number of | Dn!fmaﬂ
recommendations on brahim
how we can:get better | Fellow, Acadlemy
qudemv
ue from the potemml i  Malaysia
wealth in the counery's e ettt

organised to realise val-

biodiversity. ,

The study not enly addresses the
conventional wisdom of consery-
ing biodiversity, but also novel
wealth creation opportunities, The

- alm {sto make biodiversity a viable

source -of the country’s income,
without of course compromising
its richness and its natural ecosys-

tem function, Can we do it?

A number of findings and rec-
ommendations have been put for-
ward from the study. First, there is
& need to understand how man's
activities threaten biodiversity.

Second, we need to determiine
what treasures lie hidden in our
hiodlversicy through sclentific re-
search, Unless we know
what we bave, it is dif-
i fieult to plan, what we
o1 want to extract for. po-

.11 tentlal economic gain.

1 such exploratory re-
search is the key to suc-
cess. It Is not unlike the

i nies put In exploration,
i On the policy front,
notwithstanding the ex-
istence of more than 40
-.:mruullmerlt Telated rules and reg-
ulations In the country, thete may
still be a need for new rules and
regulations to address new and
emetging issues.

But we need to ensure proper
coordination, consolidation and
communication of rules and reg-

Adequate funding for

investment ofl compa-.

- ulations on biodiverslty and its re-

sources between and within dif-
ferent ministries and departments
at the federal level and also their
state counterparts,

There is no denying the need to
revisit the various national plans to
ensure they do not contradiet sus-
tainable development.

Research on biodiversity should
have a balance of basic and applied
RED. We also need to build the
appropriate human resource in-
cluding taxonomists, molecular bi-
ologists, biotechnologists, bio-
chemists, and bioinformatics,

If there is & lack of expertise in
specific sectors of biodiversity
within the country, efforts should
be méde tosource from other coun-
tries. It is high time for the country
to establish a National Biodlversity
Centre along with its National Nat-
ural History Institute,

The main task of the centre is to
consolidate and coordinate the
conservation, the sustainable use
and the wealth creation from the
biological resources of mega-di-
verse Malaysia. Only then can we

truly tap its riches.




New Economic Model (NEM), 2010

 Malaysia’s rich biodiversity can be harnessed
to generate economic benefits from tourism,
recreation, pharmaceutical applications and
nutritional products.

e Building on Malaysia’s natural resources and
biodiversity is central to strengthening our
comparative advantages.



Protected Areas

e Common Vision on
Biodiversity, 2009

— Biodiversity
Conservation

* Ecosystem Services
 Wealth Generation

—Tourism ol = ..
- B i O p rOS pe Cti n g W;A/w.turtlehurtled.com
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Making NEM Sustainable

e Paradigm shift not just a development
agenda - well being and sustainability

e Reinvest in Biodiversity

e Conservation & mainstream

— Including ecosystem services



SOLUTIONS



Enhance management of PAs through
economic instruments including
sustainable financing schemes

Creating linkages for Protected Areas

Enhance CEPA to Internalize the
appreciation of Biodiversity




Solution 1

 Performance Based Financing
— Increased funding allocation

e Biodiversity Finance Initiative (BIOFIN)

— innovative and holistic approach to address the
biodiversity finance challenge

— building a sound business case for increased
investment in the management of ecosystems and
biodiversity via a bottom up approach

* PES



Solution 2

e Central Forest Spine
— Creating linkages

— Smart Green
Infrastructure

e Kinabalu Ecolinc

— linking Kinabalu Park
and Crocker Range
Park

e Heart of Borneo

] Forest Cover
[ ] Central Forest

* State Capital

7. % Forest Complexes

CENTRAL FOREST SPINE

Kangar

* s Hota Bharu
Alor S '.af._

Geome Tl:r.':n L . Kuala Terengganu

. Huantan

Shah Alam

Spine Boundary .
Forest Spine Linkages

Banjaran Titiwangsa - Banjaran Bintang-
| Banjaran Nakawan

Taman Negara - Banjaran Timur
South East Pahang - Chini and Bera Wetlands

Endau Rompin National Park-Kluang Wildlife Reserve
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FIGURE 1-1

HINABALU NATION|
AND CROCKER R
Bi SABAH|
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Solution 3

 Knowledge,
Attitude, Practice

 Branding

* |Internalisation

lifeeheritageefuture




As you sit here.... This goes on in our Protected Areas in Malaysia
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Thank you
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