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Indigenous Peoples Rights Act 

• Recognizes the Indigenous 
Communities right to own 
their ancestral domain and 
get a Communal Title 

• Respects the Indigenous 
Communities right to 
traditionally  manage, 
control, use, protect and 
develop their ancestral 
domain. 

• Ancestral Domains covers 
both terrestrial, riparian as 
well as coastal and aquatic 
ecosystems in the 
Philippines. 
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Ancestral Domains 

The Ancestral 
Domains of 
Indigenous 
Communities in 
the Philippines 
cover nearly 
1/4th  of the total 
land area of the 
country 



• Ancestral Domains of Indigenous 
Communities cover nearly all of the 
remaining forest cover and  Key 
Biodiversity Areas in the Philippines; 

 
• Indigenous Communities exercise de 

facto governance to the remaining 
resources and critical habitats of the 
country; 

 
• There is  no other option but to foster 

partnerships with Indigenous 
Communities in order to conserve our 
remaining natural resources  

 
• Recognizing “Legal”  Tenurial rights of 

IPs over their domains enables them to 
assert their authority and exercise their 
traditional governance over their 
domains. 



State of the Forest 
Cover 
• Diminished 

forests 
• Large forest 

areas are 
outside the 
protected areas 
system 

• Most remaining 
forests are in 
ancestral 
domains 

Central Mindanao (Southern Philippines) 

Forest 

Parks 

Ancestral 
Domains 

Legend 



Batang Watershed in Mt. Kalatungan: A critical watershed 
within the Ancestral Domain of the Talaandig Indigenous 

Community 

• A Participatory 3D-Model was constructed in 2003 to facilitate the identification of the boundaries 
of the traditional territory of the Talaandig for use in filing an ancestral domain claim. 

• The Ancestral Domain Title (CADT) of the Talaandig community in the Batang Watershed was 
secured. 

• In 2013, land cover data on the P3DM was updated by the community to reflect the current 
situation of the domain 
 



• Remained as Forests      = 33% 
• Non-forest to Forest       = 13% 
• Forest to Non-forest       =   4% 
• Remained as Non-forest = 50% 

 
• 11% Improved Cover 

2013 

Clearly there were more 
positive changes in the past 
10 years that happened to 
the forest cover of the 
Batang Watershed in Mt. 
Kalatungan  since the 
Indigenous Talaandig 
secured a Certificate of 
Ancestral Domain Title in 
2003. 

Analysis of Land-Use Change: 2003 – 2013 
Batang Watershed, Mt. Kalatungan 

Using digitized data from P3DM 
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World Database on Protected Areas 
National Commission on Indigenous Peoples 
Kail Zingapan 
DENR-ICCAD 
DENR-ISF 
DENR-PAWB 
PAFID 
AnthroWatch 
REECS 
NewCAPP 
HARIBON 
Conservation International 
World Conservation Monitoring Centre (WMC) 
IUCN 
LANDSAT 
Japan Aerospace Exploration Agency (JAXA) 
CGIAR 
Scripps Institute for Oceanography 
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