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AFTER ADOPTION: LESSONS  
LEARNED FROM CALIFORNIA 



Point Reyes National Seashore 
by Kip Evans 





1. Protect natural diversity and function of marine 
ecosystems.  

2.  Sustain and restore marine life populations. 
3.  Improve recreational, educational and study 

opportunities. 
4.  Protect representative and unique marine life 

habitats. 
5.  Clear objectives, effective management, adequate 

enforcement, sound science. 
6.  Ensure MPAs are designed and managed as a 

network. 

MARINE LIFE PROTECTION ACT (1999): 
GOALS 











MPA DESIGN AND ADOPTION: 
CHALLENGES 

Duxbury Reef 
by Kip Evans 
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MPA DESIGN AND ADOPTION: 
HALLMARKS OF SUCCESS 

1. Strong legislation with focus on 
conservation 

2. High ranking ocean champions 
3. Inclusive stakeholder process 
4. Clear science guidelines 
5. Geospatial data 
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MPA IMPLEMENTATION: 
HALLMARKS OF SUCCESS 

1. Informed users 
2. Leveraged resources for enforcement 
3. Engaged volunteers 
4. Leveraged resources for monitoring 
5. MPAs integrated into future coastal and 

ocean management decisions 
6. Engaged tourism and recreation 

audiences (because MPAs are fun!) 
 



THANK YOU! 

Questions?   
Samantha Murray 
Director, Pacific Program 
smurray@oceanconservancy.org 
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