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• Area of land and/or sea 
 

• Voluntarily dedicated (or declared) by  
Indigenous Traditional Owners 
 

• Recognised as a part of Australia‘s 
National Reserve System of protected areas 
 

• Managed by “legal and other effective means” in 
accordance with IUCN protected area guidelines 
 

• Supported by IPA Program and other partners 

What is an Indigenous Protected Area? 



Map of IPAs 



• Most IPAs are on Indigenous owned land 
• (tenure-based IPAs) 

• Some IPAs  coexist with National Parks and Marine Parks 
• (country-based IPAs) 

 



IPA Journey 1996 - 2014 
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Consultation & Negotiation 
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IPA Program
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 Co-management 
of national parks 

Policy entrepreneurs  



Tenures & Protected Areas on Country 
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Tenure-based Indigenous Protected Area 
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Country-based Indigenous Protected Area 
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Mandingalbay Yidinji IPA 

 



Coastal & Marine (Sea Country) IPA 

Aboriginal land 

Land Sea 

Sea Country Zone 
 
(collaborative 
management) 



DHIMURRU IPA  
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Collaborative IPA Governance 
PARTNERS 

Traditional Owners 

Environment Departments 

Fisheries Agencies 

Commercial fishers 

Recreational fishers 

Tourism operators 

Others as required 
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Governance of Sea Country IPAs 
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