
AUSTRALIA’S  
INDIGENOUS PROTECTED AREAS 

November 2014 



IUCN governance type 

A: Government  B: Shared C. Private D: Indigenous Peoples and 
Community 

Federal or 
national 
ministry 
or agency 

Local 
municip
al 
ministry 
or 
agency  

Govern 
ment 
delegated 
manage-
ment 

Trans-
boundary 
manage-
ment 

Collabor- 
ative 
manage-
ment 

Joint 
manage
ment 

Declared 
and run by 
individual 
landowner 

By non-
profit 
organisati
ons (e.g 
NGO) 

By for 
profit 
organs-
ations 

Indigenous bio-
cultural areas 
and territories 
declared and run 
by Indigenous 
peoples 

Community 
Conserved Areas 
declared and run by 
traditional peoples 
and local 
communities 

Governance types 
 

Australia’s 
Indigenous 

Protected Areas 

Indigenous governance 

= 
Community development 

+ 
Effective protected area 
management 

+ 



Australia’s Indigenous Protected Areas 



Australia’s Indigenous Protected Areas Estate 

IPAs contribution to  
Australia’s National Reserve System 

Year 
No. of 

dedicated 
IPAs 

Area 
(hectares) 

% of the NRS 
(approx) 

1998 1 58,789 - 
2008 25 20,000,000 25 
2014 67 54,000,000 40 
2018  

(anticipated) +80 +75,000,000 50 



IPAs help to promote Indigenous cultures  
and make culture strong 



IPAs help Indigenous groups ‘care for country’ 



IPA Management Plans 



IUCN Management Categories 

Australia's Indigenous Protected Areas 
Per cent IUCN Categories 

Category 2 

Category 6  
Category 5 

Category  4  

60% 

5% 

Note:  IUCN Categories 
1a, 1b and 3 not 
represented in IPAs 
 

Data from Department of Environment CAPAD 12  Data from IUCN World Database on Protected Areas 

Australia's Protected Areas 
Per cent IUCN Categories 

23% 11% 

25% 

5% 

23% 

14% 
2% 

Category 5 :  
Protected 
Landscape 
 

Category 6 :  
Sustainable use  of 
natural resources 
 

Category 1a:  
   Strict Nature  
       Reserve 

Category 1b:  
   Wilderness  
   Area 

  Category 2:  
National Park 

 Category 3:  
Natural Monument or Feature  

Category  4:  
Species/Habitat 
Management Area 
 



Thank You 
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