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A promising future
The beauty and diversity of nature is rivalled by the richness
and variety of ways that people care for nature and take
responsibility for conserving it as inseparable from their own
wellbeing. There is an immense unmet potential to
strengthen conservation and support sustainable
livelihoods by providing better recognition and support to
diverse, good and vital modalities of governance in
the landscape and seascape for protected and conserved
areas and territories—locally, regionally, nationally and
trans-nationally.
The conservation community should:

Understanding governance


Engage in processes of governance
assessment, evaluation and action and
develop governance standards and guidance
at various levels. Besides enhancing partnerships
with government agencies, there is compelling
evidence to recognize and support the voluntary
preservation, sustainable use, restoration
and enrichment practices by indigenous
peoples, local communities, landowners and
other non-governmental actors for both protected
areas and other effective area-based
conservation measures (OECMs).

Strengthening implementation


Strengthen the implementation of
governance-relevant policies and
agreements—such as National Programmes of
Work on Protected Areas and Biodiversity
Strategies and Action Plans following CBD
Decisions, the United Nations Declaration on the
Rights of Indigenous Peoples as well as broader
procedural and substantive Human Rights.

Pushing the governance frontiers


Pursue clarity on who can and should govern the
conservation of nature, which will underpin
humanity’s most urgent agenda: moving away
from growth-based models towards sustainable,
equitable and satisfying societies that:
– recognize collective land and resource rights,
responsibilities and capacities of indigenous
peoples and local communities, including across
international borders;
– respect and recognise the diversity of systems of
cultural and spiritual values;
– guarantee seed, food and water sovereignty and
the respect of cultural diversity;

– support the conservation potential of private initiatives;
– secure fair shared governance of major common
resources such as marine areas beyond national
jurisdiction and trans-boundary ecosystems and
migratory species;
– pursue governance quality and vitality as essential
components of climate change adaptation;
– ensure access to environmental information,
meaningful engagement and justice;
– bring wildlife crime and corruption to justice; and
– make use of properly developed non-regression
principles and “no go” decisions for industrial and
extractive activities in protected and conserved areas;
– create and implement redress mechanisms for past and
ongoing injustices suffered by indigenous peoples and local
communities in the name of conservation of nature

Ultimately, only efforts to enhance the
diversity, quality and vitality of
governing the conservation of nature
will advance economies and communities
towards better and more sustainable
living.

Recommendations for change


Recommendation 1: All Countries and relevant
organisations realise the full potential of enhancing
governance for the conservation of nature through
participatory processes of assessment, evaluation and
action for systems of protected and conserved areas and
territories in the landscape / seascape and for individual
sites.




Recommendation 2: All Countries and relevant
organisations recognise and appropriately support
voluntary and self-directed conservation efforts,
including ICCAs within and outside protected areas and
privately conserved areas and network



Recommendation 3: All countries and relevant
organisations take concrete steps to recognise, strengthen
and support the collective land and resource rights
and responsibilities of indigenous peoples and local
communities in the estimated billions of hectares of
forests, rangelands, wetlands, mountains and coastlands
they customarily govern on our planet.



Recommendation 4: All countries and relevant
organisations take concrete steps to ensure seed, food
and water sovereignty, and respect customary and
traditional knowledge, cultures and worldviews.



Recommendation 5: All CBD Parties (and also non-CBD
Parties), in full association with relevant rightsholders and
stakeholders, recognise the importance of conservation
models that—under appropriate governance conditions-are complementary and mutually supportive to the
presence of people, human development and the
sustainable use of natural resources and wildlife.



Recommendation 6: All Countries and relevant
organisations support the implementation of a variety of
shared governance models for terrestrial ecosystems
suited to each environment, including transboundary
conservation, as means to ensure efficiency and
effectiveness of conservation, including sustainable use.





Recommendation 7: Governments establish equitable and
effective systems of shared governance for marine areas
beyond national jurisdiction (incorporating marine
protected areas), by developing, adopting and bringing
into force an international instrument under the United
Nations Convention and the Law of the Sea, and for
transboundary conservation of important ecosystems,
water bodies and migratory species.




Recommendation 8: All Countries and relevant
organisations recommit to and strengthen the
implementation of governance-relevant policies
and agreements—such as National Programmes of Work
on Protected Areas, Biodiversity Strategies and Action
Plans following CBD Decisions, the CBD’s Akwé: Kon
Voluntary guidelines, the United Nations Declaration on
the Rights of Indigenous Peoples, as well as broader
procedural and substantive Human Rights.



Recommendation 9: The CBD Secretariat and relevant
partners develop guidance on assessing the “equitable
management” dimension of Aichi Target 11 and on
governing, managing, recognizing and monitoring
OECMs, through a widely consultative process, in
particular ensuring that indigenous peoples and local
communities are represented.



Recommendation 10: All countries and relevant
organisations inclusively develop standards and
guidance to enhance the diversity, quality and
vitality of governance of protected and conserved areas
and territories— including in relation to IUCN Green Lists
and National Biodiversity Strategies and Action Plans -with due respect to cultural diversity and the selfdetermination of indigenous peoples.



Recommendation 11: All governments and relevant
organizations, with full participation of relevant
rightsholders and stakeholders expand, further define and
implement existing No-Go policies of IUCN and other
local, national and international organisations, and
promote their further investigation, uptake and
implementation to conserve Key Biodiversity Areas,
ICCAs and sacred natural sites.



Recommendation 12: All countries and relevant
organisations, with full participation of relevant
rightsholders and stakeholders and with due respect for
the rights of indigenous peoples and local communities,
make use of non-regression principles, which aim to
prevent the weakening of protected and conserved areas
that would result in environmentally destructive activities.







Recommendation 13: All Countries and relevant
organisations establish mechanisms to ensure access to
information, meaningful engagement and justice in
environmental issues and decision-making matters at all
levels.
Recommendation 14: Conservation agencies and donors
support civil society and governments to undertake
capacity development initiatives on adaptive
governance of protected and conserved territories and
areas (including via National and Regional Learning
Networks, media efforts, research, new curricula in
professional training, etc.) and targeted research (e.g., on
land reform processes, on governance institutions
beneficial to conservation, on effective support to ICCAs,
on unpredictable consequences of change in socioecological systems, etc.) in as many world regions and
countries as possible.
.



Recommendation 15: All Countries and relevant
organisations engage to put transnational wildlife crime
out of business by well-coordinated plans including support
to: devolved wildlife governance arrangements that secure
equitable benefit-sharing, independent judiciaries, anticorruption measures, whistleblower protection, mandatory
due diligence regulations, heightened enforcement efforts,
traceability mechanisms and regional alliances, efficient
transboundary cooperation, and enhanced transparency at all
levels.



Recommendation 16: All governments and relevant civil
society organisations work towards adopting pathways of
well-being centred on commons-based self-reliance, direct
democracy and ecological sustainability, learning especially
from initiatives of diverse and equitable governance for the
conservation of nature.
.







Recommendation 17: Strong monitoring, restitution and
accountability mechanisms are set up by governments at
national levels, and by UN human rights monitoring
mechanisms at a global level, to ensure that the best
standards of justice and rights-based approaches are
used in all conservation programmes; this should redress
past and ongoing injustices suffered by indigenous peoples
and local communities, including restitution of lands
expropriated without FPIC; this should include increased
application of the IUCN Whakatane Mechanism and other
appropriate processes.
Recommendation 18: Enable and encourage the
development of community protocols as a means for
indigenous peoples, local communities, religious groups and
custodians of SNS to exercise their rights, gain legal
recognition for ICCAs, SNS and custodial governance systems,
and determine their own access and benefit sharing
arrangements (as per the CBD Nagoya Protocol)







Recommendation 19: Recognize indigenous peoples’ and local
communities’ collective individual and human rights,
including rights to own, govern, manage, and use their lands,
seas and resources, self-determination and Free, Prior and
Informed Consent (FPIC) in situations where state established
protected areas overlap with them.
Recommendation 20: All Governments, conservation
agencies, the IUCN and the ICCA Consortium support data
gathering, analyses and reports on governance of
protected and conserved areas -- by communities, private
individuals, organisations and agencies -- to feed UNEP
WCMC databases and PoWPA CBD Reports, towards the
development of comprehensive and valid databases and
analyses on both governance and connectivity of protected
areas and other effective conservation measures-- including
Transboundary Conservation Areas, ICCAs and privately
protected and conserved areas.
.

