Recovering Nyinnga: managing
camel impacts on the Haasts Bluff

Land Trust, Central Australia.
Terence Abbott (Anangu Luritjaku Rangers,

CLC) and Petronella Vaarzon-Morel (NYU),
(with Glenn Edwards, Dept. LRM NT ).
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DATA SOURCE

Feral camel distribution derived from
National Land and Water Resources Audit
modified by recent aerial survey data for SA & WA.

Feral camel density distribution derived from
Krigging interpolation of known aerial survey
density data for NT, WA & SA.

Axford et al. 2002

Edwards et al. 2004

Ward et al. 2006

Ward & Burrows 2007

Lethbridge 2007

For more information
Please contact
Desert Knowledge CRC Camel Project
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Research on Aboriginal perceptions of free-r
(Vaarzon-Morel 2008).

Camels introduced to central Australia in late 1800s--many older
Aboriginal people used camels for transport until early 1970s and
formed close relationships with them (Vaarzon-Morel 2008, 2012).

effects of camels on country pose interrelated ontological and
ecological dilemmas for many people who want to maintain
proper relations with their country and the other beings that
inhabit it.

Cultural beliefs, attitudes and practices, eg. not shooting for
waste.
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= Cross jurisdictional progémme with 20 formal

partners- included high Aboriginal involvement.

= Main objective: managing impacts of camels on
selected environmental assets.

" In practice, a variety of management
approaches taking into account considerations
including animal welfare, economic and
cultural.



1. Consultation: Extensive consultations with landholders before
and after management.

2. Respect for values: Landholders decided on the form of
management to be undertaken and where it could be applied.

3. Cultural/natural resource considerations on Aboriginal land, IPAs
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Terence Abbott: lpili sprg

Haasts Bluff Aboriginal Land Trust

4 llpili Spring, important sacred site and
waterhole,

d Nyinnga (mist) Tjukurrpa-Dreaming
[ traditional country of family

d memories of drinking at spring and
mist rising

d camels increasing over the years and
degrading the spring
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Expedition photo




We used to see mist rising from the
dcamels degrade the spring and surrounding area area—
drink water, roll in it, leave dung which silts up the waterhole
they die and foul it so no-one can use it. | * (g (&
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Shot taken at night, courtesy Jayne Bim-Box




Establishing an alternative water
Mustering Camels
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Thank you.

Acknowledgements:

We thank the following people:

Glenn Edwards, Jayne Brim-Box, Jeff Hulcombe,
Ben Kaethner, Central Land Council,

Libby Robin, Donna Digby.



	Slide Number 1
	Slide Number 2
	Slide Number 3
	Slide Number 4
	Slide Number 5
	Slide Number 6
	Slide Number 7
	Slide Number 8
	Slide Number 9
	Slide Number 10
	Slide Number 11
	Slide Number 12
	Slide Number 13
	Slide Number 14

