PASTORALIST OR PUPIL:
SAMBURU BUSH SCHOOL

BRETT BRUYERE, PH.D
COLORADO STATE UNIVERSITY
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Vegetation Guide
SAMBURU, KENYA




MPOPONGI NOMUNYI

Scienfific: Euphorbio sp.

'Il.' N l g
Habitat:

Dy Toresied aress, '

rocky areas

Leaves:
Mane

Stems:
30cm, beanched, sucoulend
green, plrple siema

Spines:

‘Groups of 4, 2 large [2om)
B 2 =mall

BIOLOGICAL INFO

Flowers:
Small, yellow at stem tips,
palred ebove spinas

Fruit:

LOCAL USES

Thera are two types of Mpopongi:
Mehelalit {Euphorbia heterochroma)
and Nomunyi (Euphorbia sp.). Whie
the lamger Mchelelit is also a medicinal
species it & nol used as frequently as
MomunyL Mpopongi nomunyi is used as
a treatment far ailments of the respiratory
preumonia and tubarculosis (TB),

Preparations differ, but mast involva
mﬁqheﬂm—wﬁ;gm
the stam inio a Bquid,
as a treat for skin rashes. M :
been cbserved eating the planis as well,
- reportedly, fo treat their awn colds.
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LESSONS LEARNED

» Empowerment and
collaboration produce a strong
deliverable

» Work within and honor
established decision-making
structures

» As an outsider: facilitate the
process, delegate decisions

|OC&")’. CdEUEEEEEEEREER




DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

»|s it ethical to transmit local knowledge that could
be harmful to health or well-being, if untrue!?

» E.G. “This plant cures HIV.”

» At a local level, who owns the issue of preserving
and transmitting local knowledge?




THE FUTURE WE WANT

“A community where water and food come easily.”

“I want my family to meet its own needs, and to have a clean
environment with no litter everywhere.”

“l want to come back here with my knowledge and help bring new
ideas for how we can have a better place.”

“l want peace in my community with no problems between tribes,
no problems with wildlife and no problems with illness.”
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