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 U.S. State Park Systems 

• 8500 state park units in 50 states 
• 67000 km trails 
• 167000 improved campsites, 56 primitive 

campsites 
• Diversity of SP unit types 

• State parks, state recreation areas, site 
historic sites, state forests, etc. 

The Systems 

• 727 million visits in 2012-13  
• Substantial economic impacts 
• Social and environment benefits 

Significance 



 The Annual Information Exchange Project 

• Started in 1979 
• More systematic survey since 1992 with better 

definitions 
• Indiana State/Indiana until 2006 
• NCSU since 2006 

 
 

A Brief History  



• NCSU Project Team 
• 1 PI, 1 co-PI, 1 project assistant 

• NASPD Board 
• Executive Director 
• Communications Officer 

• 50 State AIX Liaisons 
 

 

Implementation 
Structure  

 The Annual Information Exchange Project 



 The NASPD AIX Project 

• Seven Data Entry “Tables” 
• AIX Variables by Table 

 

Types of Data  

Table (Category) Examples 

Inventory Total No. of Areas, Types of Park Units, Total  
Acreage, Trail Mileage 

Facilities No. of Campsites, Cabins, Group Facilities, 
Lodges, Restaurants, Golf Courses 

Attendance Day Use, Overnight Use (both fee and Non-fee 
areas), Facility Use 

Capital Expenditures Land Acquisition, Construction Costs, Source of 
Funds 

Operating Expenditures Source of Funds, Parks’ Share of State 
Expenditures, User Fees, Revenues 

Personnel and Salaries No. of Different Positions, Salaries,  

        



 The NASPD AIX Project 

• FileMaker Database Management Software 
• AIX Server at NCSU 
• AIX Liaisons access via Project Website 

 
 

 

Data Entry 



The NASPD AIX Project: Steps 

Data Quality Assurance 

Data Input Instructions 

Initial Data Error 
Checks 

Data Review Period 

Final Data Checks 

NASPD Review 



The NASPD AIX Project 

Project Outputs 



The NASPD AIX Project 

Some Examples 



The NASPD AIX Project 

Supporting Other 
Statistical Reports 



The NASPD AIX Project 

Scholarly Publications: 
Trends Analysis 



The NASPD AIX Project 

Scholarly Publications: 
Comparative Analysis 



The NASPD AIX Project 

Lessons Learned 

Current 
Development 

• Institutional support 
• Refined Instructions (diversity of park systems) 
• Personnel change 
• Data quality assurance 
• Communication of product outputs 
 
• New Filemaker version 
• Integration with other databases 
 

 
 

 
 



The AIX Project 
 
 
 

   Project URL: http://research.cnr.ncsu.edu/rern/aix/ 
 
 
 

Questions & Comments 

The NASPD AIX Project 

http://research.cnr.ncsu.edu/rern/aix/
http://research.cnr.ncsu.edu/rern/aix/

	Slide Number 1
	Slide Number 2
	Slide Number 3
	Slide Number 4
	Slide Number 5
	Slide Number 6
	Slide Number 7
	Slide Number 8
	Slide Number 9
	Slide Number 10
	Slide Number 11
	Slide Number 12
	Slide Number 13
	Slide Number 14
	Slide Number 15

