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Assessment 
In spite of the Park’s seniority (created in 1976) 
and its UNESCO WHS label the resident Imraguen 
children are not  
aware of their  
natural and  
socio-cultural  
heritage 



Hopes 

The children discover their own environnement, 
are aware of its significance and become in the 
future wise users of the resources and local 
leading players directly involved in the Park’s 
management 



A book! 
It all started with a story book targeting primary 
school children and a villain on its way to be a 
hero… 



Discovering land and seascape and unveiling its 
secrets proved to be an effective way to 
promote sites and local values 



What else? 

A quiz and a 
card game!  

 



Teaching guide 

Primary school teachers 

By whom and how? 



The teaching guide and glossary 



Details of the teaching guide I 



Details of the teaching guide II 



To have the teachers involved since the begining 
of the process and to train them to: 

• use the teaching guide 
• deliver information, not know how 
• be team leaders and accomplices rather 

than teachers 
• perform interactive sessions 
 

Key issues 



To obtain the agreement of local authorities in 
charge of education to perform the test  

Strategy 

To alternate school room 
sessions and field visits in 
the vicinity of the villages 
 

To implement the program every weekend all 
along the school year in a non-formal educative 
framework 
 
To distribute at every session a morning snack to 
all the children involved  
 



Results 

During a general quiz organised in the villages  
at the end of the project 
the children proved to  
have a better knowledge  
 than their parents 
on local environment ! 

Base line evaluation  Final Evaluation  
Almost 100% of the 100 
children involved gave 
wrong answers to the 
questions in the test 

85% of the children 
questioned gave correcct 
answers to the questions 
in the test 



Statements 
To be acquainted with, to know and understand 
is essential to inspire love, care and sens of  
ownership 

The landscape approach proved to be well 
adapted to the local context 



Story telling has inspired generations and keeps 
doing so in every home. 
 

In spite of all media and new technologies, 
story-telling is still a communication tool of 
utmost importance. 

Story telling is particularly adapted to many 
remote areas of the planet but also quite 
efficient in urban areas in developed countries.  
 

Lessons learned 



Outlook 

To have the landscape 
approach replicated 
elsewhere especially in 
other protected areas 
around the world – other 
actors, new territories, 
different stories 

Knowing is caring! 



www.lafiba.org 

Salla BA ba@lafiba.org 

MERCI 

mailto:araujo@lafiba.org

	Knowing to care and inspire�The results of a simple landscape approach tested in Parc National du Banc d’Arguin – Mauritania
	Assessment
	Hopes
	A book!
	Slide Number 5
	What else?
	By whom and how?
	The teaching guide and glossary
	Details of the teaching guide I
	Details of the teaching guide II
	Key issues
	Strategy
	Results
	Statements
	Lessons learned
	Outlook
	Salla BA ba@lafiba.org

