Office of

Environment & Heritage
sovernvent | NSW National Parks & Wildlife Service

“We have such a brief opportunity to pass on to our children our love
for this Earth, and to tell our stories. These are the moments when the
world is made whole. In [our] children's memories, the adventures
we've had together in nature will always exist.”

Richard Louv

Last Child in the Woods: Saving Our Children from Nature-Deficit
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Welcome to Bush Trackers!

We acknowledge and pay our deep respect to Country

and the Elders of this place, both past and present

Jacqueline Reid, NSW National Parks and Wildlife Service and
Daisy McGarry, Blue Mountains Grammar School
Jess Reid, Springwood Public School
Alice Ridley, Katoomba Public School
Jasper Tobin, Mt Victoria Public School



GOVERNMENT

Office of

Environment & Heritage
NSW National Parks & Wildlife Service

Our presentation

” YouTube

”~ Why Bush Trackers?

” Bush Trackers grew from....

” What is Bush Trackers?

” How we do Bush Trackers

” How can you do Bush Trackers?
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YouTube

Stream 8 Inspiring a new generation

Reconnecting Kids With Nature
Bush Trackers Program, Blue Mountains


http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=H7qlEIKNNRw
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Why Bush Trackers?

' ‘Nature Deficit-Disorder‘—thanks to Richard Louv, Last Child
In the Woods

> Fear and uncertainty of families to safely explore and enjoy
our local bushland (nature strip, parks, woods, commons,
forests....)

- Helps create a child friendly community

2 Allows children to interpret their experiences through their
own eyes, not through an adult’s lens. This validates their
perspectives and experiences, gives value to their responses
to the natural environment, and allows them to express freely
and without agenda, their feelings and thoughts.



Office of

Environment & Heritage
sovernvent | NSW National Parks & Wildlife Service

Bush Trackers grew from....

...the inspiration and support of the Stronger Families Alliance
and its commitment to creating more child-friendly programs
and spaces in the Blue Mountains.

The success of the Bush Trackers project is in its partners:

”> Blue Mountains Lithgow Oberon Tourism Limited

2 NSW National Parks and Wildlife Service Discovery Program

” Blue Mountains City Council

”> local Aboriginal organisations

” Blue Mountains Conservation Society

” Performing Design

> Over the Moon Photography

> Springwood Printing

2 and of course, local primary schools, parents and our great
Kids!
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What is Bush Trackers?

” Bush Trackers is an environmental and cultural education
project which encourages and enables locals and visitors
to explore our natural, cultural and historic heritage with
guides created by kids for kids.

. Bush Trackers creates the opportunity for more children
and their families to seek and build an evolving relationship
with nature.

> The project provides an opportunity for our local kids to
engage with, and learn more about, their local history and
environment and to collaborate in the production of an
educational and unique guide from a child’s perspective, to
Inform other locals and visitors to the region.
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How we do Bush Trackers
engaging with schools

. We introduce the project to a
local primary school for kids
usually 8-10 years old
presenting map, safety and
minimal impact info

. We provide a background
with risk assessment, what to
bring, draft permission note
and model/text release
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NSW National Parks and Wildlife Service Discovery Rangers
guide the students on a local walk of natural and cultural

significance.
We hope to empower children by teaching them about bush

safety and minimal impact and encourage the kids to map,
Investigate, photograph and find fun things on their journey
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The children learn about the intrinsic and
functional value of nature and have fun! They
take photos, produce art and poetry about their
experience and favourite places on the walk.
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We ask the kids to do a quick survey at the end of their walk, how they felt:
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Bush Trackers design

Paula and Greg from Performing Design
use these hundreds of pieces of
artwork to create beautifully designed,
delightfully authentic maps and guides
which include bush safety and minimal
Impact messages, distributed
throughout the community and
available online:

www.bushtrackers.com.au
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Fairy Dell: our first excursion, Springwood Public School
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Mt York and Cox’s Road Track by Mt Victoria
Public School
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Katoomba Public School and the Prince Henry
Cliff Walk
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Since May 2012, over a dozen schools and 100’s of
children across the Blue Mountains, from Glenbrook to Mt
Victoria, have helped grow the project.
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How can you do Bush Trackers?

” Introduce why we as adults feel its so important for the
‘new generation’ to explore and learn to love nature
(share your experience growing up to protect it!)
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”> Ensure you create an authentic space to facilitate
children (school, church, holiday group etc) to
discover, explore, and enjoy a safe experience
exploring the local bush (nature strip, coast,

woods, forest...)

Hﬁg&%‘ g:
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» Connect children with their local environment- it
doesn’t have to be a wilderness area or a national
park to find nature to engage with.

”> Creatures live under rocks on the side of the road
and in cracks in the pavement. It’s about stopping
and looking, listening and learning...
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”> Share how to behave responsibly in nature by looking
after yourself and the environment

”> Allow children to point out the features and highlights
of the walks through their eyes .The children become
the experts, the authors, the guides!

”~ Help celebrate and |k
share their valuable | BIF  hedir cpeene m o 205
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” Encourage the children’s expression of their
experience through artwork, poetry,
photographs — it’s their story that helps
Inspire other kids and families

” Invite older art students to use the younger
children’s artwork to create the map and
guide

” Share, print, provide back to the school,
group etc, make available online....

” Please share other ideas in the workshop!
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‘Fern Bower’ by
Josephine, 8 years old
from her experience
on the Leura Cascades
walk in the Blue
Mountains
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