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Our Mission

sustainable nature, valued
by people




Nature knows no boundaries.....so
EUROPARC
is founded on the principle that the future
protection and conservation of nature is
achieved through
INTERNATIONAL CO-OPERATION.
International cooperation works best through
PERSONAL CONTACT.
That through personal contact comes

MUTUAL UNDERSTANDING, SHARED
EXPERIENCES , KNOWLEDGE AND
INNOVATION.

This delivers better support and management
of protected areas which ensures the
FUTURE PROTECTION AND CONSERVATION OF
NATURE . ..

because Nature knows no boundaries.........




Protected Area: Parco Naturale Alpi Marittime (IT), www. pimarittime.it Picture: Nanni Villani

My park. My passion. My story.

Like these hikers on the peaks of Alpi Marittime Natural Park,
in Italy, - pause for a moment - and remind yourself of
the real reason you came into work this morning.

It’s out there! Discover again your passion for your special place.

WWwWWw.europarc.org




Europe’s Protected Areas
Some numbers

About 68,200 protected areas in Europe
(EU27)...(not yet calculated Croatia)

National/Regional designated Protected Areas
covering almost 19% of EU = Italy + Spain
surface

About 7,7% of N2000 sites are within
National/Regional designated PA

Protected Areas affect almost % of the EU
population

Last 10 years Protected Areas in Europe have
grown 23% but average dimension decreased

Protected areas were once planned AGAINST
people, now it is recognised that they need to
be planned WITH local people

Dn'er 1859-2008 ST,
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European Protected Areas (PAs)

75.0_@10”Protected“Argas Eo“v.ering 90.000.000 ha = almost 18% of the European territory {39 Countries)






EU Biodiversity Strategy 2020

* »

The State of Europe’s Biodiversity in 2010

Im 2010 thee Furcpesan Ernvironment SAgency (EEAL in
collaboration with the European Commission, produced
an ELJ Biodiversity Baseline which summarises the latest
information on the status and trends of biodiversity and
ecosystem components in Burope. This baseline, whidh is
based on a series of indicators, provides a reference poirit
for measuring changes in the state of EBurope's biodiversity
ower the next ten years.

By 2020, a set of bicdiversity indicators should help

determime whether there has been an overall improvermiens

in thee state of Burcpe's biodiversity, in particular whether

the following has been achiewved:

« A reduction in the number of species threatened with
extinction. Currently almos: 25% of European animal
species face the risk of extinction.

An increase in the number of species and habitat
types protected under BU nature legisiation that
are in favourable conservation status. At present
ordy 17% of assessed habitats and species areina
fawourable conservation status.

An improverment in the state of ecosystems and the
services they provide. Most of Europe’s ecosysterms
are now assessed 1o be degraded,

A strengthening of Europe’s green infrastructure.
Today, nearhy 30% of the EU-27 territory is considerad
o be highly o moderately fragmented.

A dedine in the over-exploitation of natural
resouwrces. Europeans cument by consume more than
rwice what the EU's land and sea can deliver in termis
of natural rescurces.




Appreciating the value of nature is
the first act towards creating a
sustainable world




Picture: PNR PerchelAIizari Images - Stéphane Perera, www.parc-naturel-perche.fr
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FEDERAT

Workmg for Non‘ure

Foii‘ow your natural instinct and immerse yourseif
. -innature thisEdrth Day. Consider the wedalth of °
. = nature around'you.-~es »,

forests, mmerals rivers, lakes, oceans, scenlc
beauty, wildlife habitats- and biodiversity...
that’s all there is. That’s the whole economy.

That’s where all the economic activity and jobs _
come from. These biological systems-gffe the

sustaining wealth of the world. -SenatorGgylord Nelson L\

Www.europarc.org




Tourism is relevant for parks and their
communities.

An opportunity and a big challenge:
Loving them to death?

Tourism is a significant industry in
Europe with over 40 percent of
European travellers surveyed in

2000 included a visit to a national
park

e |In Italy almost 150M tourist visits in
parks every year (14% of national visits)

* |In Spain 20M visits to park facilities in
2011 (with a small decrease in last 3
years)




EUROPARC

reeena i (38 The European Charter emanated from a report by the
et e MO EUROPARC Federation in 1993 called Loving Them to
PROTECTED AREAS Death

e — e '
Protection, Partnership; Participation. Planning...Progress

The Charter is a practical management tool which helps protected areas to continuously
improve the sustainable development and the management of tourism taking account of the
needs of the environment, the local population and the local tourism businesses.



EUROPARC

FEDERATOQMN

The Charter is ...

CARTA EUROPEA
DE TURISMO SOSTENIBLE
EN ESPACIOS PROTEGIDOS

A vision without a plan is just a dream.
A plan without a vision is just drudgery
But a vision with a plan can change
world

v ....Good for business ...Good for biddiversity



EUROPARC

FEDERATHQM

Charter Structure

CARTA EUROPEA
DE TURISMO SOSTENIBLE
EN ESPACIOS PROTEGIDOS

PART I
L7 s I'*'-" L

Sustamable Tourlsm for tourism busmesses Busmesses who o
meet the crlterla are certified .
NiO R R L,
! Sustainable Tourlsm for tour operators and travel agencies. M
;‘ Tour Operators and Agencies, who meet the criteria , \
providing tourism products and brmgmg V|5|tors are certlfled A

PART Il

PART llI
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EUROPA

FEDERAT

EUROPEAN CHARTER
FOR SUSTAINABLE TOURISM IN
PROTECTED AREAS




Parc Natural
FEDEn A e de la Zona Volcanica
EUROPEAN CHARTER : de la Garrotxa

FOR SUSTAINABLE TOURISM IN
PROTECTED AREAS

Parc Natural de la Zona Volcanica de la Garrotxa — Catalonia

EUROPARC ?E“

1982. 15,000 hectares and includes territory from eleven municipalities, 40,000 people live in
the park. Predominately designated to protect the unique volcanic landscape 40 volcanic
cones ,20 lava flows, The best preserved volcanic area in the Iberian peninsula, Rich flora
with more than 900 species of superior plants.




EUROPARCN | Parc Natural
} de la Zona Volcanica

de la Garrotxa

EUROPEAN CHARTER
FOR SUSTAINABLE TOURISM IN
PROTECTED AREAS

What were the challenges?
*Problems of quarrying, urban sprawl, illegal dumping,

2001

e L ack of co-ordination in the tourism sector of the area;

* lack of integration amongst municipalities

* Bad and conflicting relationship between tourism; businesses and public administrations
* low level of professionalism in many of the tourism businesses.

Spain’s coastal tourism development, in some areas,

shows how UNSUSTAINABLE tourism development can be

and the dangers and damages it can produce.

*Poor investment.




EUROPARC 4 Turisme (v

EUROPEAN CHARTER
FOR SUSTAINABLE TOURISM IN
PROTECTED AREAS

= Parc Natural
de la Zona Volcanica
de la Garrotxa

Turisme Garrotxa, a private association (social enterprise) was created:

e to promote a sustainable tourism model of development based on a quality
offer and emphasising respect for nature and environment.

By identifying and meeting stakeholders more then 80% of tourism businesses
in La Garrotxa and all the town councils, the park and others administrative
bodies are involved.

* 36 partners

*115 private businesses.

Tourism development
has been planned in La
Garrotxa now for more
than 10 years now, in a
sustainable and
participative way.
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EUROPARC 4 = Parc Natural

de la Zona Volcanica
de la Garrotxa

=~

e Direct relationship with more than 60 tourism businesses cooperating with the Park and
giving its customers reliable information about the Park’s values and management.

*700 km of signposted footpaths.

e Accommodation establishments increased from 93 in 2001 to

211 in 2010. Number of beds increased from 5,015

in 2001 to 6,464 in 2010. Biggest increase in camping and self catering

e Restaurants increased from 117 in 2001 to 249 in 2010.

* Income from tourism activities in the last 10 years €700M.

*8,500 new jobs in tourism, 70% directly in the sector.



EUROPARC—

FEDERATHOM

EUROPEAN CHARTER
FOR SUSTAINABLE TOURISM IN
PROTECTED AREAS

=— Parc Natural
de la Zona Volcanica
de la Garrotxa

European Charter
for Sustainable Tourism in
Protected Areas

e Why did the Charter work for La
Garrtoxa

The Charter
e The degree of involvement of key

partners:

 The incentive of the European Charter for
Sustainable Tourism, which:

— gives a framework of reference, a
Structure, neutrality, independant
verification.

— demands co-operative work

— 5 years re-evaluated program in co-
operation with all the tourism
stakeholders

— providing a connection with others
uropean parks, networking,
learning, incentives.

— With many actions for excellence in

EUnoPARY P sustainable tourism development

OP
Q’QR 4,90

FOR SUSTAINABLE TOURISM IN
PROTECTED AREAS



AN (o The European Charter for

ror SuSTAAVLE Tounsw Sustainable Tourism in Protected

Areas
forSustanableTousm i Charter Parks in numbers
e First 6 parks awarded in 2001
How to join the journey: . . .
a guide for protected areas * Today 119 parks certified in 13 Countries

e Recognised in the European Commission as
a effective methodology

e The charter is recommended as a tool to
meet sustainable tourism targets by the
CBD

e The World Tourism Organisation WTO have
also identified it as a model of best
practice.....one which other continents
aspire to replicate!

EUROPARC

FEDERATAQMN

EUROPEAN CHARTER
lllllllllllllllllllllll
PROTECTED AREAS



56 M people What does

I
ive within ane hour of areas '.
managed under sustainable tourism principles. |
The potential to communicate positive
sustainable and conservation message is huge!

In average 1,16 M people [ area ",

4M people

live inside protected areas |

where tourism iz managed sustainably. ’.
These are budding sustainable development -
Ambassadors of the future! '.:

g i mean in numbers?

EUROPARC's European Charter
for Sustainable Tounsm in protected areas
builds partnerships to improve sustainable
development and the management
of an area's natural and cultural hentage

In average 37 304 people | area [

|:§EII'H
ele 1.4 m young people

leam yearly about how | |
protected areas manage ";
these places sustainably |

700 o

local products are supported

by parks and businesses operating
under sustainable tourism principles.
Bringing local products and
traditions to tourism marketplace

Hundreds of species m
and habitats are managed

In average 28 648 educational visits | area

u SEein

14 M AVErage
F 275860 ha/ ama

hectares of land cover

protected areas in Europe

that have been certified with the

Charter for sustainable tourizm,

where conservation and fourizm

are being managed sustainably

EUROPEAN CHARTER
\ FOR SUSTAINABLE TOURISM
IN PROTECTED AREAS

and protected within the Charler areas

ﬁ 3 206 organisations

acrosz Europe are working
,n' in partnerzhip to deliver sustainable
tourism and nature conservation.

In average &1 local organisations | area

.'I.u:i:m:e 73 M pEUPIE

wizit European Charter protected
areas annually. A great audience
to see how sustainable tourism
can work in practise.

In average 1.3 M visitors | park

T M ha or noooo site # I

protected under European law are managed
by parks with the European Charter for
Sustainable Tourism.
Europe’s nature is safe

in Charter park hands.

Size in averapes 140 633 hadCA

s 44 M €uros. €

are invested by Charter protecied areas

to accomplish their sustainable tourism actions.

A real commitment fo words tumed imto actions
that will make a long term difference to how nature
and sustainable development are managed.

In average SME parkl 5 year pian
18 M4 park! 1 year
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Protected Area: Parc Natural de Aigiiamolls de I'Emporda (ES), www.redeuroparc.org
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When the last tree is cut and the last river ™
polluted, when'to breathe the air is sickening,
you will.realise, too late, that wealth is not in
bank accounts, and that you can’t eat money.

~ Alanis Obomsawin, Canadian first nations filmmaker

Picture: EUROPARC Federation WWW.europarc.org
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