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Our Mission  
 

EUROPARC works for our natural and cultural 
heritage, to improve and champion the policy 
and practice of Protected Area management, 
in order to deliver sustainable nature, valued 

by people. 



Nature knows no boundaries.....so 
EUROPARC  

is founded on the principle that the future 
protection and conservation of nature is  

achieved through  
INTERNATIONAL CO-OPERATION.  

  International cooperation works best through  
PERSONAL CONTACT.   

That through personal contact comes  
 

MUTUAL UNDERSTANDING, SHARED 
EXPERIENCES , KNOWLEDGE AND 

INNOVATION.   
 

This delivers better support and management 
of protected areas which ensures the 

FUTURE PROTECTION AND CONSERVATION OF 
NATURE . ..  

 
because Nature knows no boundaries......... 





Europe’s Protected Areas   
Some numbers 

 
About 68,200 protected areas in Europe 
(EU27)...(not yet calculated Croatia) 
 
National/Regional designated Protected Areas 
covering almost 19% of EU = Italy + Spain 
surface 
 
About 7,7% of N2000 sites are within 
National/Regional designated PA  
 
Protected Areas affect almost ¼ of the EU 
population 
 
Last 10 years  Protected Areas in Europe have 
grown 23% but average dimension decreased 
 
Protected areas were once planned AGAINST 
people, now it is recognised that they need to 
be planned WITH local people 





EU Biodiversity Strategy 2020 







Tourism is relevant for parks and their 
communities.  

An opportunity and a big challenge:  
Loving them to death? 

 
Tourism is a significant industry in 

Europe with over 40 percent of 
European travellers surveyed in 

2000 included a visit to a national 
park  
 

• In Italy almost 150M tourist visits in 
parks every year (14% of national visits) 

• In Spain 20M visits to park facilities in 
2011 (with a small decrease in last 3 
years) 

 



The Charter is a practical management tool which helps protected areas to continuously 
improve the sustainable development and the management of tourism taking account of the 
needs of the environment, the local population and the local tourism businesses. 

The European Charter emanated from a report by the 
EUROPARC Federation in 1993 called Loving Them to 
Death 

Protection, Partnership, Participation. Planning...Progress 



The Charter is … 

 …a voluntary agreement; 

 …a practical tool to implement principles of sustainable tourism; 

 …a recognition of the work done in the territory by its stakeholders; 

….Good for business …Good for biodiversity 

 
A vision without a plan is just a dream. 
 A plan without a vision is just drudgery 
But a vision with a plan can change the 
world 



Charter Structure  

PART I 

PART II 

PART III 

Sustainable Tourism for Protected Areas. The Park and 
“Charter area” are certified 

Sustainable Tourism for tourism businesses.  Businesses who 
meet the criteria are certified . 

Sustainable Tourism for tour operators and travel agencies.  
Tour Operators and Agencies, who meet the criteria , 
providing tourism products and bringing visitors are  certified. 





Parc Natural de la Zona Volcànica de la Garrotxa – Catalonia 

1982. 15,000 hectares and includes territory from eleven municipalities, 40,000 people live in 
the park.  Predominately designated  to protect the unique volcanic landscape 40 volcanic 
cones ,20 lava flows,  The best preserved volcanic area in the Iberian  peninsula,  Rich flora 
with more than 900 species of superior plants. 

Catalonia 



What were the challenges? 
•Problems of quarrying, urban sprawl, illegal dumping, 
2001 
• Lack of co-ordination in the tourism sector of the area; 
• lack of integration amongst municipalities 
• Bad and conflicting relationship between tourism; businesses and public administrations 
• low level of professionalism in many of the tourism businesses.  
Spain’s coastal tourism development, in some areas,  
shows how UNSUSTAINABLE tourism development can be  
and the dangers and damages it can produce. 
•Poor investment.  



Turisme Garrotxa, a private association (social enterprise) was created: 
• to promote  a sustainable tourism model of development based on a quality 
offer and emphasising respect for nature and environment. 
 By identifying and meeting stakeholders more then 80% of tourism businesses 
in La Garrotxa and all the town councils, the park and others administrative 
bodies are involved. 
 

• 36 partners  
•115 private businesses. 

 
 

Tourism development 
has been planned in La 
Garrotxa now for more 
than 10 years  now, in a 
sustainable and 
participative way. 
 

Protection, Partnership, 
Participation. 
Planning...Progress 



• Direct relationship with more than 60 tourism businesses cooperating with the Park and 
giving its customers reliable information about the Park’s values and management. 
•700 km of signposted footpaths. 
• Accommodation establishments increased from 93 in 2001 to  
211 in 2010. Number of beds increased from 5,015 
in 2001 to 6,464 in 2010. Biggest increase in camping and self catering 
• Restaurants increased from 117 in 2001 to 249 in 2010. 
• Income from  tourism activities in the last 10 years €700M. 
•8,500 new jobs in tourism, 70% directly in the sector. 

Benefits  coming for the Charter for Sustainable Tourism 



• Why did the Charter work for  La 
Garrtoxa 
 

• The degree of involvement of  key 
partners: 

 
• The incentive of the European Charter for 

Sustainable Tourism, which: 
– gives a framework of reference, a 

structure, neutrality, independant 
verification. 

– demands co-operative work 
–  5 years re-evaluated program in co-

operation with all the tourism 
stakeholders 

– providing a connection with others 
European parks, networking, 
learning, incentives. 

– With many actions for excellence in 
sustainable tourism development, 
 

 Protection, Partnership, Participation. Planning...Progress 



The European Charter for 
Sustainable Tourism in Protected 

Areas 
Charter Parks in numbers 
• First 6 parks awarded in 2001 
• Today 119 parks certified in 13 Countries 
•  Recognised in the European Commission as 

a effective methodology  
• The charter is recommended as a tool to  

meet sustainable tourism targets by the 
CBD 

• The World Tourism Organisation WTO have 
also identified it as a model of best 
practice…..one which  other continents 
aspire to replicate! 
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